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Teaching Context A

‘Introduction to African American Literature’ is to be taught as a compulsory introductory
module in the first year of an English degree at a post-1992 university. There are a large
number of students in the first year, many of them local, from a wide range of social and
ethnic groups, and of very mixed ability. Other modules in the first year cover literary
theory, play-writing and study skills. Staffing problems mean that this module will have

to be taught exclusively in very large groups.
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Teaching Context B

‘Introduction to African American Literature’ is to be taught as a third-year optional
module on the English degree in a Russell Group university with a strong research
reputation. Previous years have covered a wide range of literature from all periods,
though not, up to now, African American literature. The module will be in competition
with modules on a wide range of other topics, and you expect to recruit about 10

students.
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Teaching Context C

‘Introduction to African American Literature’ is to be taught as a second-year compulsory
module at a university in a large city with a strong cultural life. Most students following
English modules are doing combined degrees involving Film Studies and/or Creative
Writing. Slave narratives have already been studied over the course of a single week on
a first-year ‘Introduction to Narrative’ course. There will be about 20 students in the

module.
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