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Location, location, location: individual
activity

Collection: Course design

Resource: Designing an innovative English Literature module

Approximate duration

One hour

Learning outcomes
Completing this activity should help you to

1. develop a willingness to take risks in trying a new pedagogic strategy;

2. have available an extended repertoire of tools and media for engaging students
and deveop more options to choose from;

3. acquire the confidence to propose and argue to colleagues for a new module or
form of assessment, or of teaching;

4. be able to navigate the usage of your own research in the light of pedagogic

need.

Introduction

What is sometimes referred to as 'the spatial turn' in English studies has led to a
flowering of courses based around the spaces and locations in which texts were produced
and on which they focus rather than (or as well as) theme, author or period. Some
modules, like the module taught by Hannah Crawforth at King's College, London on
'Shakespeare's London' also take advantage of the location of the institution in which
they are taught. Still others involve community groups in the local area, sometimes
forming part of an outreach programme. This activity invites you to investigate your own

teaching areas to see if there is any scope for extending them in these ways.
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The activity

1. What resources are there in your local area that you could call upon, either to
complement a module you already run, or as the basis for a new module? Make a
list of items such as the following:

= Historic sites, outside or inside, in the local area (groups of
buildings with a particular function e.g. docks, historic houses,
deserted mines, etc.)

= Local museums and galleries.

= Landscape or townscape of relevance to a local writer

= Voluntary organisations you and your students might work with

= Commercial organisations
you and your students

might work with

You might like to look at the Subject
Centre's webpages on 'community
engagement'

(http ://www.english.heacademy.ac.uk/explore/resou

rces/community/index.php) to help give you

Interview with Hannah Crawforth:

ideas. Shakespeare’s London — Module
design
2. How might you use one or more of the (http://vimeo.com/19706652)

resources you have listed in your module?
Write down some initial thoughts.

3. Watch the interview with Hannah Crawforth in which she discusses the experience
of putting on a course that made use of location. Does Dr Crawforth's interview
give you any more ideas? Add them to your notes if so. We are very grateful to
our colleagues for allowing us into their classrooms, lecture halls and offices to
observe and discuss their teaching. As you work with these examples of teaching
and course design please keep your commentary focused upon the activity and
refrain from criticisms that would be unhelpful or unkind in a face-to-face
encounter.

4. Are there challenges faced by Dr. Crawforth that you are likely to face too? How

would you deal with them? Write down some answers.
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Relationship to the Professional Standards Framework

e Core Knowledge 2: Appropriate methods for teaching and learning in the
subject area and at the level of the academic programme

¢ Professional Values 3: Commitment to the development of learning
communities

¢ Professional Values 4: Commitment to encouraging participation in higher

education, acknowledging diversity and promoting equality of opportunity

More information about the Professional Standards Framework can be obtained from the
summary factsheet in the Subject & Pedagogy collection in HumBox.
http://humbox.ac.uk/2731/

Resources in the Course design Collection

e Course design: introduction to the collection
e Designing an English degree programme: resource overview
o Designing in employability: individual activity
o Designing in employability: group activity
o Managing transition from A Level: individual activity
o A delicate balance: group activity
o A delicate balance: individual activity
e Designing an innovative English Literature module: resource overview
o Location, location, location: individual activity (*you are here)
o Location, location, location: group activity
o Questions, questions
o Integrating research into a module: individual activity
o Integrating research into a module: group activity
e Filling the gaps: resource overview
o Filling the gaps between sessions: individual activity
o Filling the gaps between sessions: group activity
e Adapting a module: resource overview

o Adapting a Literature module: individual activity
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o Adapting a Literature module: group activity
o Pacing it out: individual activity
o Curriculum framing
e Mapping and applying desirable student attributes: resource overview
o Imaginary modules: individual activity
o Imaginary modules: group activity
e Designing a creative-critical module: resource overview
o Thinking about modules: individual activity

o Thinking about modules: group activity
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