
Sustainable development in languages, linguistics and area studies

Reading list for students and lecturers
Canning, J. (2010) “Translating words into action and actions into words: Sustainability in Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies curricula,” in Sustainability Education: Perspectives and Practice Across Higher Education, ed. David Selby, Paula Jones, and Stephen Sterling (London: Earthscan). Overview of possibility for embedding ESD languages, linguistics and area studies programmes.
Coates, P. (1996) ‘Clio’s New Greenhouse’, History Today, vol 46, no 8, pp15–22

A very accessible, albeit now slightly dated, overview of environmental issues in a historical

(US) context.

Crystal, D. (2000) Language death, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

Well-researched and very accessible work on the consequences of language death and the

importance of cultural and linguistic sustainability.

Fill, A. and Mühlhäusler, P. (2001) The Ecolinguistics Reader: Language, Ecology and the
Environment, Continuum, London

This collection gives a good insight into the possibilities for embedding sustainability

concepts into language and linguistics curricula, as well being an accessible key text for

students. In my view, Mühlhäusler’s Language of Environment: Environment of Language:

A Course in Ecolinguistics (2003), Battlebridge Publications, London, is a useful text for

students of linguistics, but is possibly too specialist for a wider audience.

Garrard, G. (2004) Ecocriticism, Routledge, London

Although focusing on Anglophone literature, the principles in Garrard’s book can and

have been applied to literature in other languages.

Goodbody,A. (2002) (ed) The Culture of German Environmentalism: Anxieties: Visions:

Realities, Berghahn, Oxford

A range of essays on German environmentalism from literary, cultural and historical

perspectives. A very useful overview for students of German.

Riordan, C. (2002) ‘Environment, landscape and culture in Germany’, In Phipps, A. (ed),

Contemporary German Cultural Studies, Arnold, London, pp65–81. A helpful starting

point for students of German and European Studies.

Weblinks

Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies ESD webpages

http://www.llas.ac.uk/keythemes/esd.html
The Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment (UK) www.asle.org.uk

is the UK affiliate of the US-based Association for the Study of Literature and the

Environment, www.asle.org.The US site include links to syllabi in humanities subjects.

The European Association for the Study of Literature, Culture and Environment . has a

multilingual website. Member interests encompass a broad range of language fields

including English. See www.thermaldegree.com/designs/easlce/index
The journal Language and Ecology and its website are run by Arran Stibbe, University of

Gloucestershire. See www.ecoling.net/journal.html for more on the journal and 

www.ecoling.net/courses.html for the University module on Discourse and Sustainability.

The Journal of Ecocriticism is a new open-access peer reviewed journal based in North

America – http://ojs.unbc.ca/index.php/joe.

The website of Nature and Environment in Modern German Literature, an AHRC funded

project, contains a useful bibliography and provides a strong sense of the

possibilities for embedding ESD into German Studies; see http://research.ncl.ac.uk/nemgl
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