Posters

1. Think about what you are going to investigate (ie your topic)

2. Do your research, as if for an essay

3. What do you want to say, and how would you organise it if writing about it?  What ideas ‘go with’ what?

4. Now think about how you can present this in poster format…will you use pictures or drawings to illustrate, will you use a diagram, how will you organise your text?  Will you use colour?

5. Try it out.  Don’t stick things down or finalise until you’re sure.

6. Don’t forget a bibliography, to tell us what you’ve read and used.

YOU DON’T NEED TO USE A HUGE PIECE OF PAPER.  WE ARE HAPPY WITH A4 – SIMPLY NUMBER THE TEXT BOXES OR AREAS, AND PUT THE TEXT (OR OTHER CONTENT) BELOW IN NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS…YOU CAN DO THIS WITH PICTURES TOO, AS LONG AS YOU SHOW THE LOCATION ON THE A4 ‘DIAGRAM’ OF THE POSTER, YOU CAN THEN NUMBER OR LETTER THE MATERIALS, AND PUT THEM ON SEPARATE PAPER.  YOU CAN USE PICTURES AS WORD INSERTS, OR CUT AND PASTE ONTO YOUR PAPER..  

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A GREAT ARTIST, NO MARKS ARE GIVEN FOR TALENT, ONLY FOR THE QUALITY OF THE RESEARCH, IDEAS AND COHERENCE OF PRESENTATION.  ‘STICK’ DRAWINGS OR OUTLINES WILL DO.

HELP! What can I do?

Look at the topic…and think of spatial arrangement.

The poster can be divided into sections…

Could be …. Two  (heaven/hell; good/evil; male/female) a number of segments in order to illustrate a number of points, ideas or characters (Marvell’s women, images of Cromwell, the number of points you have found to illustrate about a given topic)…

You could also present progress via a series of interlinked (by lines, arrows etc) sections eg  Marvell’s journey through the gardens of Appleton House, Cromwell’s progress, Christian/Christiana;s journeys in Pilgrim;s Progress, Maria’s walk (Appleton House), psychological journeys, progress of Satan, Adam etc)

You can use a central point or image…

Christian, Adam, Eve, poem or extract with linked text or text and images – what’s it about, what’s the point, what are they like, what’s the purpose?  Etc all linked to the central image by text boxes around the outside, for example.  

Relationships with other authors/works can be illustrated by linked boxes around a central text or extract…

Eg Rochester’s views on women, or religion, or politics, compared with Bunyan’s, or Milton’s, or Marvell’s.  

Maybe modern analogies – eg newspaper images of war to illustrate Milton’s views on the subject, with text explanation…or Rochester on sex…Bunyan on Holy War…

Images can be used imaginatively as a background, eg the garden, Appleton House, Vanity Fair, the Interpreter’s House, trees (for temptation of Eve, or for Marvell, maybe – apples for text boxes)

Remember also that things hidden, for example, can become  physically ‘real’ with a poster….doors of secret rooms and cupboards, envelopes, what’s under the petticoat or coat, what’s in the room, the book…these can be opened, removed, lifted…

You  just have to think about imagining the VISUAL SPACE, instead of a collection of paragraphs.  Maybe it will help you with your essay structure, too.

