Karel Čapek / Letters from England (1924)

Karel Čapek’s travelogue Letters from England (Anglické listy, 1924) gives insight into the aesthetics of the interwar era, where the travel was considered one of the most popular themes, and the traditional genre of travelogue was challenged by interaction between literature, visual arts, and film. The explicit use of intermedial elements and their interaction with the text show the process of transformation of the travelogues from biographical to fictional depiction of the theme of travel. This is achieved through the subjective stance of the narrator, who searches for “typicalities,” which at the same time represent the essence of the cultural identity of the visited countries and a defamiliarized view on them. It also provides a new reading of an author who earned his international reputation for his plays Rossum’s Universal Robots (R.U.R., 1920) and The Insect Play (Ze života hmyzu, 1921), becoming along with Jaroslav Hašek one of the first world-renowned Czech authors. The discussion of intermedial poetics of Čapek’s travelogues offers a new reading of the author’s opus. The emphasis is on the writer, who at the same time illustrated his own works, and who used illustrations as semantic indexes in narration, hence taking part in the creation of the new 20th century poetics of travel writing (such as in the work of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, W. G. Sebald), whereby the explicit visual elements play a crucial semantic role.
Letters from England will be available in English, but students with the knowledge of Czech are especially welcome to read the text in the original and compare it with the translation. 
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