THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

The following materials originated as a set of hand-outs to accompany an option course
entitled 'The Slavonic Languages'. They aim at providing an encapsulation of the salient
features of each of the languages covered in the course and, as such, are by no means
intended either to supplement or to supplant the standard works of reference on the
subject. It is hoped, however, that they are a resource that can serve as an aide-mémoire
or as a source of rapid reference to assist in following lectures or other oral presentations
on the subject.

The materials inevitably follow the structure of the course as it was delivered in the first
quinquennium of the present century and are something of a work in progress that was
never completed. Thus the decisions about what to include and what should be given
prominence reflect at least to some extent the interests and preferences (if not the whims)
of the author, while the issues surrounding the fate of the language(s) formerly known as
Serbo-Croat are not fully resolved.



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

PLAN OF THE COURSE

Hours 1-4 Introduction:

The Slavonic languages;
* Common Slavonic and Old Church Slavonic;
* East, West and South Slavonic

Hours 5-7

Hour 8

Hour 9

Hour 10-11

Hour 12

Hour 13

Hours 14-15

Hour 16

Hours 17-18

Hours 19-21

Hours 22-23

Hour 24

Russian

Ukrainian

Belarusian

Polish

Kashubian

Upper and Lower Sorbian
Czech

Slovak

Slovene

Serbo-Croat and its successor languages
Macedonian

Bulgarian



Hours 25-26  Other Slavonic languages

Hours 27-28  The Slavonic languages at the beginning of the
21st century



LIST OF SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

1. East Slavonic

Russian 150 million
Ukrainian 42.5 million
Belarusian (Belorussian) Also sometimes known as White Russian 9 million

Rusyn Spoken in Eastern Slovakia, West Ukraine, parts of former Yugoslavia

2. West Slavonic

Polish 38 million (in Poland)
Kashubian (N. Poland)

Czech 9.5 million

Slovak 4.5 million

Upper Sorbian Also formerly known as Lusatian or Wendish, these languages are
Lower Sorbian spoken by ¢.70,000 people in areas of Brandenburg and Saxony in
the south-east of the former GDR

tPolabian Spoken until the eighteenth century along the R. Elbe in N. Germany

3. South Slavonic

Slovene 2 million

Serbo-Croat This term, used to describe the language spoken in Serbia, Montenegro,
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, has been replaced locally by
Serbian, Croatian and even Bosnian and Montenegrin, but remains

iat in histori . . S
ap;zropna e for certain historical purposes Croatians 4.5 million, Serbs 8 million,

. - Montenegrins 600 thousand, Yugoslav
Macedonian 2 million Muslims (Bosniaks) 2 million

Bulgarian 8 million

10ld Church Slavonic The language of the earliest (ninth-century) translations of
the Gospels and other religious texts and those surviving
copies that date from the tenth and eleventh centuries



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

COMMUON SLAVONIC

Phonology
The Law of Rising Sonority

In some respects the most important unit of sound in late Common
Slavonic (C.S.) was the syllable. The structure of the syllable was
governed by the Law of Rising Sonority, the most important element of
which was that all syllables ended in a vowel (cf. Italian). The principal
sound changes relating to this law are the loss of final consonants and
the monophthongisation of diphthongs.

The loss of final consonants is a fairly straightforward process which
seems to take place relatively early in C.S. and which does not produce
different results in the different languages. The only point to note is that
the sequence long vowel + nasal consonant (/n/ or /m/) results in a nasal
vowel (/e/ or /g/).

The monophthongisation of diphthongs is a much more complex
process, which often leads to different results in the different languages.
C.S. diphthongs were of the falling type, in which the second element was
a sonant (i, u, m, n, r or [). If the diphthong appeared before a vowel, the
second element was transferred to the following syllable, but if it appeared
before a consonant different processes occurred. Where the second
element was i or u, the two elements of the diphthong merged to give a
simple vowel, e.g. */ow/ > /u/, */ei/ > /€. Where the second element was a
nasal sonant, the vowel and sonant merged to give a nasal vowel (/¢/ or
/of). Where the second element was r or /, the outcome is much more
complicated.



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

COMMON SLAVONIC (2)

TorT, TolT, TerT, TelT sequences

In East Slavonic the diphthongs are eliminated by the insertion of an
additional vowel between the sonant and the second consonant
(pleophony or polnoglasie); in South Slavonic, and also Czech and
Slovak, the sonant and the vowel change places (metathesis) and the
vowel is lengthened (i.e. *o > a, *e > €); in the remaining West Slavonic
languages there is metathesis, but no lengthening of the vowel:

C.S. *gordb Russ. ropog O.C.S.rpapn  Cz hrad Pol. (0)gréd
C.S. *zolto Russ. 305010 O.C.S. 3aare  Cz. zlato Pol. zloto
C.S. *bergb Russ. 6eper O.C.S. spkrn  Cz. bieh Pol. brzeg
C.S. *melko Russ. mojioko O.C.S. makke Cz. mléko Pol. mleko

TirT, TilT, TurT, TulT

In East Slavonic the diphthongs are effectively retained: the vocalic
elements develop into Jers (/b/ or /w/) and thence into /e/ or /of
respectively. In South Slavonic, and also Czech and Slovak, the vocalic
element drops out, giving rise to vocalic /r/ and /I/; this is later modified to
a greater or lesser extent in the individual languages (least of all in Slovak).
In the remaining West Slavonic languages the outcomes are many and
varied.

. *virba Russ. Bep6a S-Cr., Cz. vrba Pol. wierzba
. *vilkb Russ.Bosx S-Cr.vuk Cz.vlk Pol. wilk

. *gurdlo Russ. ropsio S-Cr. grlo Cz. hrdlo Pol. gardio
. *stulpp Russ. ctom S-Cr. stub Cz. sloup Pol. stup

nurnwnwn

C.
C.
C.
C.
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COMMON SLAVONIC (3)

Palatalisations

The development of the consonant system of C.S. is affected by a series of
palatalisations.

The first palatalisation of velars took place when a velar occurred
before a front vowel. The outcome was uniform in all Slavonic languages:
kI > [&, Ig/ > [4, Ix/ > f§. The second palatalisation of velars took
place when a velar occurred when a velar occurred before a front vowel
which arose out of the monophthongisation of diphthongs; the third
palatalisation of velars took place when a velar occurred after a syllable
containing C.S. *i. The second and third palatalisations took place at
about the same time and produce the same results, which, however, show
some variation across the different languages. It is possible that the second
and third palatalisations did not take place in some areas of East Slavonic.
The outcomes are as follows:

k! > Icl, Ig/ > Iz/ (/dz/ in Polish), /x/ > /s/ (/§/ in W .Slav.).

Palatalisation by Jod. When a consonant was followed by Jod /j/, it
underwent palatalisation. In most, but not all cases the outcomes were the
same throughout Slavonic.

*k+j > 81, *g+j > 7], *¥x+ > /8,

*sb) > 81, ¥z > 17/

*r4) > /t'l, ¥14j > /1, *n+j > ',

*p+j > /pl'/, *b+j > /blY, *m+j > /ml/, *v4j > /V'; the so-called 'epenthetic
1'is sometimes lost in W. and S. Slavonic.

The sequences *t+j, *d+j give different results in the different languages:

In E. Slavonic *t+j > /&/, *d+j > /Z/;

in W. Slavonic *t+j > /c/, *d+j > /z/ (/dz/ in Polish and Slovak);

in Slovene *t+j > /¢/, *d+j > /j/;

in Serbo-Croat *t+j > /¢/, *d+j > /d/;

in Macedonian *t+j > /k/, *d+j > /¢/;

in Bulgarian *t+j > /8t/, *d+j > /Zd/;

in Russian many words of Ch.Sl. origin have /5¢/, /Zd/.
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THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

COMMON SLAVONIC 4)

As a result of these processes late C.S. had the following phonemic pairs
of palatalised and non-palatalised consonants:

ft/ ~Ie'l, ] ~ Y, ln/ ~ '/ and possibly /s/ ~ /s, [z/ ~ [Z'].

In addition non-phonemic softening seems to have affected all consonants
before front vowels. In some languages the two types of palatalisation
merged to create an extended range of palatalised — non-palatalised pairs
(sometimes with later dispalatalisation), while in others the role of
palatalisation remained very limited.



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

COMMON SLAVONIC (6)

TRE FERS

C.S. had two vowels which are represented in the earliest form of the
Cyrillic alphabet by the letters 5 and b. The exact pronunciation of these
vowels, which are known as Jers, is uncertain, though it is known that
they are a reflex of Indo-European short /u/ and short /i/ respectively. The
fact that in certain positions they first lose the ability to bear stress and
then disappear has prompted the view that they may have been ultra-short
vowels (they are sometimes known as 'reduced vowels'), but even this is
not certain.

Although the Jers apparently existed as distinct vowels in Old Church
Slavonic and in the oldest recorded Russian, they undergo changes which
are in many respects identical in all Slavonic languages. In certain
positions they disappear (weak Jers), while in other positions they survive,
usually merging with another pre-existing vowel or vowels (strong Jers).
The distribution of strong and weak Jers can be predicted by Havlik's
Law, which states that if Jers occurring in a word are numbered starting
from the end, odd-numbered Jers will be weak, while even-numbered Jers
will be strong. The vocalisation of the strong Jer can be seen as a form of
compensation (cf. lengthening, described above).

C.S. *db,nb, Russ. neHb Cz. den Pol. dzien
C.S. *dbne Russ. aus1 Cz. dne Pol. dnia
C.S. *sb,nBb, Russ. con Cz. sen Pol. sen
C.S. *spna Russ. cHa Cz. snu Pol. sna

All Slavonic languages have exceptions to Havlik's Law, but in general it
applies most consistently in West Slavonic and least consistently in South
Slavonic, especially S-Cr. The fall of the Jers has significant consequences
for the Slavonic languages, notably the end of the Law of Rising Sonority,
the appearance of hitherto impossible consonant clusters and the
emergence of the fleeting vowel. The fall of the Jers is sometimes
perceived as marking the end of Common Slavonic.



The Quantity distinctions (long and short vowels) that C.S. inherited
from Indo-European were replaced by quality distinctions during the
C.S. period, and it is uncertain what quantity distinctions, if any, existed in,
for example, Old Church Slavonic. Nevertheless, new quality distinctions
are found in Czech, Slovak (on all syllables), Slovene (on stressed syllables)
and Serbo-Croat (in Stokavik: on stressed and post-tonic syllables); traces
of older quantity distinctions can be found in Polish, Upper Sorbian and
Kashubian. In some instances these distinctions reflect C.S. tones, e.g.:

Cz. krava cf. hlava S-Cr. krava  cf. gl?vu

Long vowels also occur when contractions turn two syllables into one:

Cz. dobra, dobrého

They can also occur as a form of compensation for the loss of following
syllable:

C.S. *Bogb, Boga Cz. Buh, Boha S-Cr. B'(;g, B‘(\)ga



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

COMMON SLAVONIC
MORPHOLOGY

Though it may at times be difficult to believe, all Slavonic languages have
in different ways and to a greater or a lesser extent simplified the C.S.
morphological system. This does not, however, mean that they have not
introduced new complications of their own (e.g. Polish numerals).

Nouns

The C.S. noun had three numbers, three genders and seven cases (an
eighth case, the ablative, merged with the genitive in C.S.). The dual
number has been lost everywhere except in Slovene and Sorbian, though
traces survive in most of the other languages. All the languages retain the
three genders, though in many languages the gender system has been
simplified or reconstructed in the plural. The case system has largely
disappeared in Macedonian and Bulgarian, but survives intact everywhere
else, although not all languages retain the vocative.

C.S. had a complex system of noun declension types, based on the Indo-
European system of root + theme + ending. There was a strong
correlation between gender and declension type and gender. C.S. had the
following declension types: -a, -ja (mostly fem.); -0, -jo (masc. and neut.
variants); -u (masc.), -1 (masc. and fem. variants); -n, -jan (masc.), -€s, -men,
-ent (neut.), -er, G/bv (fem.); the last seven have a common set of endings.

Adjectives

Adjectives had two separate paradigms in C.S. Short adjectives declined
like nouns (-o/-jo, -a/ja type, according to gender); the long adjective
consisted of the short adjective + the pronoun *jb, *ja, *je (i.e. the origin
of the modern 3rd person pronoun); short adjectives were indefinite, long
adjectives definite. The short adjective preserves a separate paradigm only
in S-Cr.; elsewhere some nominative forms survive.

Pronouns

The original nominative forms of what is now the third person pronoun
are not recorded. For pronouns other than first and second person and
reflexive there was a distinct declension type, but in most languages there
has been contamination between pronoun and adjective declensions. C.S.
seems to have had fewer distinct enclitic forms than are found in, for
example, modern Czech, Polish or S-Cr.



Yerbs

The C.S. verb is usually divided into five classes according to the theme
vowel in the present tense: -e, -ne, -je, -i and athematic.

There is no clear evidence of a distinct future tense form in C.S.; instead
the future was expressed either by the present tense or by a range of
analytic constructions.

There was a complicated system of past tenses: two past tenses, the
Aorist and the Imperfect were synthetic (formed by adding endings
onto the stem); two, the Perfect and the Imperfect, were analytic and
were formed respectively by using the present and one of the past tenses
of the verb byti with a special participle form ending in —/z.

The aorist and imperfect survive in Macedonian and Bulgarian, and also in
literary S-Cr. and Sorbian. The pluperfect also survives in some
languages, sometimes as an archaism, but many languages have only one
past tense, based on the C.S. perfect.

In addition to the infinitive C.S. had a supine, ending in —¢p; this survives
in Slovene, thoiugh until recently there were traces of it in Czech. There
wa sa complex system of participles: present active, present passive, past
active and past passive. These functioned as verbal adjectives and had
long and short declensions. The past passive participle survives in all
languages to form the passive voice, but otherwise all languages (except
Russian, which has made the system even more complicated) have
simplified their participles; some active participles have become verbal
adverbs (gerunds).



RUSSIAN

Though Russian is an East Slavonic language, the standard modern
language is a mixture of Russian and Church Slavonic (i.e. South
Slavonic), with a substantial quantity of foreign elements in vocabulary
and syntax. Church Slavonic elements can be found in the orthography,
morphology, syntax and vocabulary of the language.

Vowels

Nasal vowels: ¢ > a (with softness of the preceding consonant retained), -
¢ > U: OSITh, PyKa

Jers: B> 0, b > e: COH, AeHb

"Tense" Jers behave like ordinary Jers (though not in Ch.S1.):
CTaTbsl ~ CTATEN; XHUTHE ~ XHUTHE

Jat': > e: nec, peka

C.S. /e/ (including e < b, but excluding e < &) > o before hard consonants

and at the end of a word:
HEC, €X, MOE; NbCh > IIeCh > IIE€C; Jiec (¢« 1ECh)

CS. /y/ survives phonetically, but its phonemic status is disputed
Vocalic liquids give /er/, /or/, but only (ol): mepebi#i, rOpJIO, BOJIK, MOJIK

Stress, tones and quantity: Russian has no tones or quantity, but has
free, mobile stress: ron0B4d, ros0BYy, HA FOJIOBY, FOJIOB

Consonants
*t+ j, *d+j > €, Z: ceua, Mex (Ch.Sl. oceemeHne, MEXY)

Palatalisation: Russian has developed extensive palatalisation, which is
phonemically relevant before all vowels (only marginally before /e/), at

the end of a word and (partially) before consonants:
MED ~ M3D; [OJIKa ~ MOJIbKa

All consonants form hard/soft pairs, except /8/, /Z/, /c/ (always hard) and
181, 18'8'/ (always soft); the phonemic status of /k'/, /g'/ and /x'/ is
marginal.



RUSSIAN

Orthography

Russian uses the Cyrillic alphabet. Though the alphabet was reformed in
the eighteenth century and again in 1918 (when %, 1, v, e and word-final
b were abolished), Russian orthogrpahy continues to betray a strong
Church Slavonic influence:

HOBHIM, THXHH, MOJIOAOH, Aoporo#; HoBoro (before 1918: HOBaro)
Note that &, introduced into the alphabet in 1798, but reflecting a change
which did not occur in Ch.S1,, still tends not to be used in normal writing.

Morphology

Nouns: Russian has a six case system, though partitive, locative, numeral
and possibly vocative exist as marginal cases. In the plural all gender
distinctions are lost; dative, instrumental and prepositional have the
endings -am, -ami, -ax for all nouns (with some survivals of -'mi in the
instrumental), and genitive plural endings are particularly unpredictable.
Animacy: the genitive-accusative is found with all masculine animate
nouns in the singular and with all nouns in the plural. There are no other
special endings or any gender distinctions.

The Verb: Only one past tense survives, based on the C.S. perfect, but
without the auxiliary. The present tense of ObiTh is mostly lost, apart
from some uses of the 3rd person singular. Russian has a full set of
participles (based on Ch.Sl., but also foreign models) and perfective and
imperfective gerunds; all are rare in speech. Russian is only Slavonic
language to be a 'be', rather than a 'have' language.



THE SLAVONIC LANGUAGES

AKANE

The term akan’e (axanve) is used to refer to the pronunciation of unstressed /o/
as [a], but more generally it is the term used for the merging and reduction of
unstressed vowels in most varieties of Russian and in Belarusian. In Russian
akan'e occurs in all Central and Southern varieties and is a feature of the
standard language. North Russian varieties and Ukrainian have okan'e, i.e. the
maintaining of the same distinctions between vowels in unstressed syllables as in
stressed syllables.

In standard Russian /o/ and /a/ after hard consonants merge to give [a] in the
immediate pre-tonic syllable and at the very beginning of a word and [A] in all
other unstressed syllables; after soft consonants /e/, /a/, /i/ and possibly /o/ merge
to give [i°]:

ronosa [ghlava] omonomuThcs [amAlad'itsA]

Hecy [nisu] a3bIK [ji*zyk] nepecuaeTh [p'iri's'i‘d'et']
There are considerable variations from this pattern in different regional varieties
of Russian.

In standard Belarusian /o/ and /a/ merge after hard consonants to give [a]; after
soft and formerly soft consonants /e/ and /a/ merge to give [a]. After soft
consonants this appears to be limited to the immediate pre-tonic syllable.

Akan'e is not normally reflected in Russian orthography (as in the examples
above); it is, however, in Belorusian orthography:
Bajia — BOLY paxa — paIKi CSUTO — CETIBI

There are two views on the origin of akan'e. The first links it with the merging
in Common Slavonic of /o/ and /a/ into a single vowel, which on the evidence of
borrowings from and into neighbouring languages was close to [a]. The later
change, whereby the short version of this vowel develops into late C.S. /o/
affected, so it is argued, only stressed syllables in some, at least, Slavonic
dialects. The second assumes that akan'e is a late phenomenon, originating
somewhere in South Russia; the source is usually ascribed to the influence of
some Finnic language, such as Mordvin.



UKRAINIAN

Yowels
i develops from C.S. £/, also from 'lengthened' /o/, /e/ in newly-
closed syllables

Jiic, 6iynit; KiHb, XiHKa

i (in pronunciation close to French é)  develops from C.S. /i/ and /y/
CHH (<synb)> CHHIN

Nasal vowels: g >u, ¢ > a: pyka, M'sico

Jers: 'strong' = > o, 'strong' ; > e: son, den; (NOtCI these vowels do not
g X g
become l)

No akan'e

Consonants

Palatalisation: All consonants are palatalised before i; all except velars,

'hush' sibillants (+/c/) and labials can also be palatalised before back

vowels and in final position. Final labials are depalatalised, and there is

desynchronisation of former palatalised labials before back vowels:
rojiyb; msarb

Velars: [h] (a voiced guttural fricative) instead of [g] (which may appear
in foreign words)

V is [w] at the end of a word or before a consonant; [f] is found only in
borrowed words and is often replaced by [x] or [xv]. Final and pre-
consonantal hard /1/ is also replaced by [w] (spelt v)

JIeBiB, AiBUMHA; XOAMB, NiBAEHb

Other points

Animacy: all animate nouns have the genitive-accusative in the plural,
though there is some uncertainty with nouns referring to animals.

The future of imperfective verbs can be formed with -My, -Mem:
UUTATUMY, YATATUMEI



BELORUSSIAN

Yowels

'Strong' akan'e (represented in writing):
BaJd ~ BOAY; 3sIMJISI ~ 3EMJTIO

Nasal vowels: @ > u, €> a: pyka, sI3BK

Jers: 'strong' b > 0, 'strong' b > €: COH, J3€Hb

Consonants

Palatalisation: Most consonants form hard/soft pairs in all positions,
But ‘hush' sibillants are always hard: A3s1yusiHa
Soft /r'/ has become hard: paka (cf. Russ. peka), 655po3a
Final labials are depalatalised: mo6oy, rony6
/t'l > [c'/, /d'/ > [/dz'/; this creates new pairs /¢/ — /c'/ and
(marginally) /dz/ — /dz'/
MsiLb, aA3iH; [I3JIb ~ 1ieJa

Velars: [y] (a voiced velar fricative) instead of [g] (which may appear in
certain combinations and in foreign words)

V and hard /I/ are [w] (spelt ¥) at the end of a word or before a
consonant ([u] at the beginning of a word before a consonant); [f] is
found only in borrowed words and is often replaced by [x] or [xv].

Jio6OY, YHYK ~ Ma YHYKY; XaAasiy



POLISH

VYowels

Nasal vowels: Q, ¢ merge to give ; later long @ > g /Q/, short @ > ¢;
consonants remain soft before C.S. ¢.
pigé ~ piaty; zamkngé ~ zamkngt ~ zamkngla
In Modem Polish there is extensive loss of nasals: nasals are
desynchronised before plosives:
z3b [zomp], zg¢by [zemby], piaty [pjonty], Swigto [Svjento],
piaci [pjonci] pig¢ [pjené], rak [ronk], reka [renka]
Nasals are denasalised before 1, f and sometimes finally:
wzigt [vzouw], wzigli [vzelil, sig [sie], but s3 [sQ]
Nasals are retained in normal speech only before fricatives and
sometimes finally.

Jers: 'strong' B, 5 > e, with softening retained before former »:
g ’
sen, dzien, pies

Jat' > e, but > a before hard dentals; this gives rise to (now unproductive)
alternations:
rzepa, rzeka; siedzieé ~ siedzial ~ siedzieli
las ~ w lesie, miasto ~ w mieScie; wywiad ~ w wywiadzie

E > o before hard dentals; e(< ) does not become /o/. Some alternations
are found:
biore ~ bierze; Zona ~ Zonie; nios¢ ~ pies

Stress, Tones and Quantity

Polish has no tones, fixed stress (on the penultimate) and no phonemic
vowel quantity. Traces, however, remain of earlier quantity differences:
Long /o/ > lu/ (spelt 6): Bég ~ Boga, siostra ~ siostr;

For the nasals see above; earlier Polish also had 4, é (so-called
'pochylone' vowels).



POLISH

Consonants

Palatalisation: Earlier Polish developed hard and soft pairs of
consonants, which have mostly been lost:
i, 1Y, 1s', 1z' > 1¢/, 1dz), 181, 121
lato ~ w lecie; rada ~ radzie; las ~ w lesie; koza ~ kozie
Final soft labials are depalatalised, and other soft labials undergo
desynchronisation (except before /i/):
golab ~ golebia [-bja], pigty [pjonty], pigé [pjenc]; piwo [p'iwo]
/1"l > IZ/ (spelt rz): biorg ~ bierze; géra ~ gorze
N1/ > /1/ (except before /i/); N/ > Iw/:
las; lipa [l'ipa]; lokie¢ [wok'ec]
Velars (though not /x/) form hard and soft pairs (though only before /e/?):
kelner ~ kiedy; Polske ~ Polskie
Note the creation of new hard and soft pairs of sibillants:
81 (sz) ~ 1§15 12l (2, vz) ~ 2y 18] (cz) ~/él; [dz/ (dz) ~/dZ/
88/ (szez) ~ I8¢/ [2d%z/ (zdz) ~ [zdz/
w Rzymie ~ w zimie; nasza ~ nasi; czaszka ~ ciastko; jezdzg ~ jezdzi

*t+j > /c/, *d+j > /dz/: placi¢ ~ place, chodzi¢ ~ chodzg
g > /dz/ as the outcome of the 2nd and 3rd palatalisation of velars:
noga ~ nodze, ksigdz (< *kuningaz)

Orthography

Polish orthography was standardised in the 16th century and illustrates
many of the problems in adapting the Latin alphabet to the Slavonic
languages. Polish uses a mixture of letter combinations (inherited from
an earlier period) and diacritics, the latter based in part on the system
devised for Czech in the 15th century.
czas, szybko, morze; bialy, siano, ciastko

moze, Smier¢é, jezdzic¢; stol, reka
Note the problem of soft sibilants:

siano, cicho (cf. cyfra) ~ Smieré
Note also the retention of archaic spellings, presumably reflecting 16th-
century pronunciation: ‘

morze (cf. moze); oléwek



POLISH

Morphology

In the singular masculine animate nouns have the genitive ending in the
accusative. In the plural masculine personal (virile) nouns are
distinguished from all others (i) by distinct endings for the nominative;
(ii) by distinct adjectival, pronominal and verbal endings; (iii) by the use
of the genitive-accusative:
te dobre wilki/studentki byly ~ ci dobrzy Polacy (profesorowie) byli
znam te dobre wilki/studentki ~ znam tych dobrych Polakow

This has two consequences: (i) Polish effectively has an asymmetric
gender system, with (a) masculine, (b) feminine and (c) neuter in the
singular, but (a) masculine personal and (b) all the rest in the plural; (ii)
if the aim of the exercise is to create a distinction between nominative
and accusative endings, this is a 'belt and braces' solution, in that there is
a distinct ending both for the nominative (cf. Czech) ‘and for the
accusative (cf. Russian).

Polish retains certain distinctions between hard and soft declensions. For
-a declension nouns this applies to the dative and locative singular and
the nominative/accusative plural; for -o declension masculine nouns it
applies to the nominative(/accusative) plural, and for all -o declension
nouns it applies in part to the locative singular. With all nouns it applies
inconsistently to the genitive plural: g
mapie, mapy; nodze, nogi ~ cf. ulicy, ulice; kawiarni, kawiarnie
psie, psy; Szkocie, Szkoci; wilku, wilki ~ koniu, konie; lekarz, lekarze
map, nég, pséw, Szkotéw ~ kawiarni, koni, lekarzy
~ ulic, pokojoéw/pokoi

Note that nouns with a stem ending in a formerly soft, but now hard
sibilant belong to the 'soft' declension.

Polish, like East Slavonic, has one set of endings for all nouns (with a
handful of exceptions) in the dative, instrumental and locative plural.
Former -u type endings are well represented in the masculine declension
with particular uncertainty over the choice of -a or -u for the genitive
singular. In general standard Polish nominal morphology retains a large
number of irregularities and exceptions which Polish grammarians tend to
delight in.



POLISH -

Verbs.

The past tense has a complicated synthetic conjugation:

bylem bylam byliSmy  bylySmy
bytes bylas byliScie bylyScie
byt byla byto byli byty

The personal endings are vestiges of a former auxiliary; traces of this are
visible in the plural stress and in the fact that they can be detached from
the verb and attached to the first stressed word (this is now rare in the
singular):

mySmy byli; gdzieScie byli?

The future imperfective can be formed either with the future of by¢ +
infin. or the future of byé + 'I' participle. There is no difference in
meaning:

bede czytaé; bede czytal

Forms of address

Polish has a particularly complicated system of forms of address, using
both second and third person forms:

(i) ty (2nd person singular) is used, as in other Slavonic languages, for
addressing close friends, children etc.;

(ii) pan, pani, panowie, panie, paistwo (+ 3rd person) are used for
addressing people who do not qualify for ty. Notes: (a) plural forms can
be used informally with the 2nd person plural; (b) other forms of address
(e.g. obywatel, siostra, ksiadz) can replace pan etc. in appropriate
circumstances; pan etc. are often used with titles, e.g. pan profesor, pan
redaktor.

(iii) wy (2nd person plural plural) is used: (a) as a plural of ty; (b) in
certain circumstances as a polite form of address (e.g. formerly between
members of the PZPR).



KASHUBIAN

Kashubian is spoken by possibly 150,000 people in northern Poland (in the
area around Gdarisk). Though Slavonic philologists have often considered
Kashubian as a separate language, official policy has tended to give it the
status of a dialect of Polish. Since 1989, however, a more liberal approach
has been adopted: Kashubian has been given a limited place in the education
system and is used in the print and electronic mass media. This in turn has
led to renewed moves to create a standardised form of the language.

Vowels:

Nasal vowels: C.S. nasals seem mostly to merge as in Polish; subsequently
the short nasal > /a/ (written ¢); the long nasal > g (written a):

pigc piati bedze noge (Acc.) noga (Instr.)
In certain circumstances C.S. /¢/ > /i/ or /&/:

cygniesz (Pol. ciagniesz) celéca (Pol. cielgta)

Jers: Strong b, b > /e/ (if short), /é/ (if long): sen dzén pies
Kashubian tends to avoid the fleeting vowel. especially with the *-pkb, *-
beb suffixes: domk kéne

Jate develops as in Polish: miasto w miesce

C.S. /i/ and /y/ merge to give /i/ (but see below):
mlodi (Nom. Sg. Masc., Nom. Pl. Masc.)

Short /i/ (except after palatalised consonants) and short /u/ (except after

labials and velars) > /é/:
lépa réba Kaszébé (Pol. Kaszuby) lédze (Pol. ludzie)

Diphthongs

TorT sequences: metathesis occurs inconsistently: droga cf. bréna/bérna



KASHUBIAN (2)

Consonants:

Palatalisation: As with Polish the earlier system of paired hard and soft
consonants has been affected by later changes, but the process has been
taken further, so that only one pair survives: /n/ ~ /n'/. Even this distinction
is not maintained by all speakers. As in Polish hard /I/ > [w], and the former
soft labials are desynchronised. Former /r'/ > /rz/, which in the speech of all
but the older generation has merged with /Z/.

In Kashubian former /s'/, /z'/ are depalatalised, while /t'/, /d'/ > /¢/, /dz/:
scana zéma béc dzesec

The sibilants represented by the graphemes ¢z, sz, Z/rz, dz are pronounced
soft. ]

k, g change to ¢z, dz before e or i:
bialka ~ bialczi noga ~ nodzi

Stress. tones and quantity:

Kashubian has no tones. Stress is free and mobile in northern varieties, but
fixed on the initial syllable in southern varieties. There are no distinctions of
quantity in modern Kashubian, but the vowel system is complicated by
survivals of earlier long and short vowels:

Shorta>/a / Long a > /6/
Short e > /e/ Long e > /é/
Shorto > /o / Long o > /6/

Where short i and u do not become €, they merge with the respective long
vowels to give /i/, /u/. The development of the nasals is described above.



KASHUBIAN (3)

Orthography:

A standardised orthography is being worked out and applied for Kashubian,
using the various symbols which appear above. The consonants follow the
Polish system, without, however, the need to distinguish between hard and
soft sibilants. Extra symbols are needed for the more complex vowel
system, and the letter ¢ does not indicate the same sound as in Polish. Some
Kashubian sources use the letter 0, which indicates the sound [te]/[e], which
develops from /o/ or /u/ at the beginning of the word or after a labial or velar
consonant: Odroda, kosa, polé.

Morphology:

The basic features of the morphological system are similar to that of Polish,
but with significant differences of detail. The following points may be
noted:

A number of former dual endings survive, normally with plural meaning, in
nouns (nogama, zemiama, chlopama), pronouns (wa, naju, waju, nama,
wama) and verbs (nieseta).

The gender system is as in Polish, with masculine personal and 'all other'
genders in the plural.

In the modern language the ordinary past tense is formed as in Russian, i.e.
without the auxiliary:
jO miét, j6 miéla, mé mielé, mé miaté

Older forms of the language have a form with the auxiliary in the first and
second persons (similar to Czech):
jO jem miél, jo jem miodta

In addition to the ordinary past tense Kashubian has a perfect tense, formed
with the verb miec (or béc with intransitive verbs):
Jo mom to widzalé Ta bialka je precz jidzono



KASHUBIAN (4)

Forms of address

It appears that the use of Pan. Pani etc., as polite second person person

pronouns which is characteristic of Polish is not found in Kashubian.

Instead there is a special 'honorific' second person pronoun W&, which is

used with a special verb ending and which indicates either singular or plural:
Wa jesta ~ Wé jesce, wa mota ~ Wé moce



SORBIAN

Formerly also known as Lusatian or Wendish, Sorbian exists in two
variants: Upper Sorbian (U.S.) and Lower Sorbian (L.S.).

Yowels

Nasal vowels: (U.S.) ¢ > e (before soft consonants), a (before hard
consonants), o (in word-final posmon) with palatalisation where
possible: pjeé, pjaty, so

(L.S.) ¢ > € (under stress), otherwise e: pés, péty, Zewes (< devetb)

o > u: ruka '

Jers: (U.S.) b, b > e (> o before or after labial or before hard dental):
des¢, dZen; pos, sdn, worjol
(L. S ) b, b>e (e<e,b can> a before a hard consonant):
des¢, Zen; pjas, wjas

Jat' > & (under stress), otherwise e: mésto; w mésée
b

C.S. /y/ survives as an allophone of /i/ after hard consonants:
(U.S) bi¢, by¢; (L.S.) bis, bys

Stress. tones and quantity

Sorbian has fixed initial stress, no tones and no phonemic differences of
quantity; U.S. /6/, however, goes back to a former long o.

onsonants:

Palatalisation: There are some similarities with Polish: /t'/, /d/ > (U.S.)
¢, dz, (L.S) §, Z: (U.S) bi¢, dzen; (L.S.) bis, Zeh

'l > Iwl: (U.S) worjot

The palatal opposition is retained with labials, but not with s,z; it is found
with velars in L.S., but not U S.

r' is found, but not after certain consonants or (in U.S.) at the end of a
word. In general the hard-soft opposition is lost in word-final position
except for (L.S.) nand .

In U.S. € and € merge; in L.S. ¢ occurs only after certain consonants, and
¢ is usually replaced by c; in L.S. there is opposition between §, Z and §,
Z.

Consonants are always soft before /&/



SORBIAN

Velars: U.S. has /b/, L.S. has /g/. In U.S. [x] is replaced by an aspirated
plosive in word-initial position.

In Sorbian all words (except recent borrowings?) begin with a consonant:
(U.S) worjol, hi¢; (L.S.) wokolo, hi$

Morphology

Sorbian retains the dual number:

{w.s. hrodaj (L.S.) groda
hrodow grodowu
hrodomaj grodoma
hrodaj groda
z hrodomaj z grodoma
w hrodomayj wo grodoma

Animacy: In the plural U.S. is like Polish: nouns referring to male
persons have a distinct ending for the nominative and use the genitive-
accusative; qualifiers have a distinct ending for nouns referring to male
persons. In the dual nouns referring to male persons use the genitive-
accusative; qualifiers have a distinct ending for nouns referring to male
persons:
dobri susodza ~ dobre psy, dobre Zony
dobrych susodZi ~ dobre psy, dobre Zony
dobraj susodaj ~ dobrej psaj dobrej Zonje
dobreju susodow ~ dobrej psaj, dobrej Zonje

In L.S. the genitive-accusative is used for animate masculine nouns in the
singular and dual and sometimes in the plural. U.S. has separate verb
forms in the 2nd and 3rd person dual for reference to persons.



CZECH

Yowels

Nasals: At the end of a word or before an originally soft consonant
e>e,i:
pét, se; kniZe (= 'prince'; cf. knéz = 'priest’)
Before a hard consonant ¢ > a, 4:
jazyk, rad
Q >u,0u;jq >1,1i:
ruka, soud; dusSi (acc. sg.), dusi (instr. sg.)

Jers: b, b > e (with palatalisation surviving only after *r'):
sen, den

Jat' > e, i: mésto, les; bily

Ceskd prehlaska: Back vowels after originally soft consonants are
fronted: dusa > duSe, duSq > dusi, dusojq > dusi

fil, /y/ merge to give [i], though spelling reflects etymology and, where
relevant hardness or softness of preceding consonant; in some dialects 19/
> /ejl:

bit, byt; [bejt]

Stress, Tones and Quantity

Czech has fixed stress (on the initial syllable), no tones and phonemic
quantity on all syllables.

Consonants

Palatalisation. Czech has undergone extensive dispalatalisation. The
only consonants to retain the hard/soft opposition are t, d, n and then only
before /e/, /i/, before other consonants and in word-final position (where
there has been much depalatalisation):

délat ~ den; ty ~ ti; budfe; kiii, at ~ den, kost
Former soft labials undergo depalatalisation at the end of a word and
desynchronisation elsewhere: holub; pét, devét; mésto [mn'esto]
r' > I: Fad, reka, kirest, ki‘tu
Other soft consonants are lost.

C.S./g/ >/



CZECH

Orthography

Czech orthography was standardised in the mid-ninetenth century, but the
system used is essentially that proposed in the fifteenth century in a
document ascribed to Jan Hus. This system uses diacritics for sounds not
covered by the Latin alphabet: a hdcek (originally a dot) over consonants
and an acute accent to indicate length. Modern Czech orthography
retains some archaic features, notably the distinction between i and y after
non-paired hard and soft consonants and the use of ¢ to indicate /je/ or
/fie/ after a labial. The 'Hus' system has formed the basis for the
orthography of most Slavonic languages which use the Latin alphabet and
is widely used for languages belonging to other families and for purposes
of transcription.

Morphology

Czech distinguishes between animate and inanimate masculine nouns. In
the singular the genitive-accusative is used, but there is also a tendency to
create separate declension types for animate and inanimate nouns. In the
plural masculine animate nouns have distinctive endings (both for nouns
and for qualifiers) and form a separate gender:

ti novi profesori ~ te nové kabaty/ryby ~ ta nova auta

te nové profesory ~ te nové kabaty/ryby ~ ta nova auta



CZECH

Czech nominal morphology retains a number of features lost in many
other Slavonic languages:
(i) the consonant-type genitive singular in -e (now also found with some
former -i- type nouns:

kamen ~ kamene, den ~ dne; cirkev ~ cirkve; krev ~ krve;

kui‘e ~ kurete

(ii) separate hard and soft declensions (reinforced by the ceskd
prehlaska);
(iii) different sets of endings for the dative, instrumental and locative
plural for different decelnsion types:

hrad Kkli¢ Zena duse kost cirkev
hradu klice Zeny duse kosti cirkve
hradu klici Zené dusi

hrad kli¢ Zenu dusi

hradem klicem zZenoudusi

hrady klice Zeny duse kosti

hrada klicu zen dusi

hraddm  klicum Zenam dusim kostem cirkvim
hrady klici Zenami duSemi kostmi cirkvemi
hradech  kli¢ich Zenach dusich kostech cirkvich



SLOVAK

Vowels

Nasal vowels: short ¢ > a, but 4 after labials [note that /4/ is not
distinguished from /e/ by most Slovaks]; long e > ia:

: rad, sa; piit; prosia, piaty
Q > u, : ruka, sid

Jers: b >0, b> e, but numerous exceptions (probably due mostly to

dialect differences):
Vo3, defi; sen (< sbnb), 0Vos (< ovbsb); daZd (<dbZdb), Ian (< Ibnb)

Jat' > e (short), ie (long): mesto, biely

Stress. Tones and Quantity

Slovak has fixed stress (on the initial syllable), no tones and phonemic
quantity on all syllables. There are differences in detail between Slovak
and Czech:
(i) Former rising tones are short in Slovak: krava (cf. Cz. krava);
(ii) Slovak has quantity differences on vocalic r and
smrt, mitvy; dihy, dizka
(iil) The 'law of three morae' (Slovak cannot have two successive long
syllables): Zendm ~ travam; myslim ~ chvalim; pekny ~ biely
Note diphthongisation of some long vowels: piaty, biely, stol

Consonants

Palatalisation. Slovak, like Czech, has undergone extensive
depalatalisation. There are, however, differences between the two
languages: Slovak retains the hard/soft opposition with 1, as well as t, d,
n; the opposition is found before /i/, before other consonants, before
certain back vowels and in word-final position (where there has been
much less depalatalisation than in Czech). The four consonants
mentioned above are always soft before the diphthongs ia, ie, iu and
(with exceptions) before short e:
dychat'~ divy; ty, ta, ti; lafi ~ 1an; ded, test'~ jeden, ten

Other soft consonants (including r) are lost.

Other consonants: C.S. */g/ > /h/; /v/ is [w] before consonants and at the
end of a word



SLOVAK

Morphology

Animacy: Slovak is like Polish, with a distinction between the masculine
personal (but including some animal names) and others in the plural; for
many nouns the distinction in the nominative plural exists only in writing.
There is also a tendency towards separate animate and inanimate
declensions in the masculine singular:

chlap chlapi dub duby
chlapa chlapov duba dubov
chlapovi  chlapom dubu dubom
chlapa chlapov dub duby
chlapom chlapmi dubom dubmi

chlapovi  chlapoch dube -  duboch



SLOVENE

Vowels
Nasal vowels: ¢ > e, g > 0: réd, pét; roka

Jers: b, b > a (written e) in short syllables, > a in syllables lengthened as
a result of intonation developments: sen, ves (= 'all’); dan, vas (= village)

Jat' > e: bel, réka
As elsewhere in S. Slavonic, C.S. /y/ and /i/ merge to give [i].

Stress, tones and quantity

Slovene has free and mobile stress, though numerous stress shifts mean
that there are many differences compared to the reconstructed C.S.
scheme and what is found in M.R.: roka, zlatd

Open e and o occur in syllables which become stressed as a result of
stress retractions: roka, ¢clovek, Zéna

Quantity is distinguished in the stressed syllable, and some Slovene
dialects, as well as (optionally) the standard language distinguish rising
and falling tone in long stressed syllables: brat, brata; dan.

Consonants

Palatalisation: There is no phonemic palatalisation in Slovene; C.S. /T,
n', r'/ change to /lj, nj, rj/ before vowels and are depalatalised elsewhere:
konj /kon/, kénja; ¢uvdr, éuvarja

v and (often) 1 are pronounced as [w] or [u] except before a vowel:
gradgv, dolg

Orthography

Though Slovene orthography is based on the 'Hus' system, it has its
peculiarities: the letter e is used for both open and closed e, as well as for
/al; o is used for open and closed 0. The normal orthopgraphy does not
distinguish tones or quantity. The letter r in inter-consonantal position or
at the beginning of a word before a consonant indicates /ar/: krt.



SLOVENE

Morphology

The standard language retains the dual number, though not all forms
have distinct endings:

grad gradova gradovi
grada ‘ gradogyv gradgyv
gradu gradovoma gradovom
grad gradova gradove
gradom gradovoma gradovi

gradu gradovih gradovih

Masculine nouns have distinct endings for the nominative and accusative
plural, and the category of animacy has not developed in the dual or the
plural. "

The future tense is formed with the future of biti and the -l participle
(both aspects): bém hvalil, bém pohvalil

Slovene retains the Supine alongside the infinitive: moliti, mélit



SERBO-CROAT
(aka SERBIAN, CROATIAN, BOSNIAN??)

Serbo-Croat was brought into being by the Vienna agreement of 1850,
which allowed for one language with two standard forms and written in
either of two alphabets.

Dialects:

)

Cakavik: N. and C. Croatian coast and islands; retains many archaic
features.

Kajkavik: N-W. Croatia, around Zagreb; close to Slovene

Stokavik: everywhere else; the basis of the standard language

(ii) ekavik/jekavikl/ikavik; based on reflexes of Jat'; the standard
language exists in ekavik and jekavik forms: ,

vera, réka; vjéra, rijeka; vira, rika
Dialect divisions do not conform to ethnic boundaries.

Yowels:
Nasal vowels: ¢ > ¢, g > u: pet, rika

Jers: b, b > a: shi, pis
There is extensive vocalisation of 'weak' Jers, especially in initial
syllables: magla, danas (cf. R. Mrjia, gHech)

Serbo-Croat retains vocalic r; vocalic 1 > u: trg, krv; vik; suza

Stress. tones and quantity

Standard Serbo-Croat distinguishes both quantity and pitch on the
stressed syllable and quantity on post-tonic syllables. Prosody in $tokavik
is influenced by a stress shift which took place in the sixteenth century:
the stress was moved one syllable nearer the beginning of the word
(meaning that it no longer appears on the final syllable of polysyllabic
words). Falling tone appears in words where there has been no stress
retraction (i.e. on the initial syllable only); rising tone is found on a
syllable onto which stress has been retracted:

vjera (cf. R. Bépa), grad (cf. R. ropon); govoriti (cf. R. roBopiThb),
réka (cf. R. pexd); godina



SERBO-CROAT

Consonants
*t+j > ¢, *d+j> ¢ (distinguished from ¢ and dz): svéca, meda

Palatalisation: Serbo-Croat retains I' and n' (but not r'):

ljtbiti, konj, konja
In the modern language there is arguably hard/soft opposition with ¢ ~ ¢
and dZ ~ d :

Pre-consonantal v usually > u; final 1 usually > o:
uopste; pisao ~ pisala

Velars: S-Cr. has g; x is lost in some dialects

Orthography

The form of the Cyrillic used for S-Cr. is that devised by Vuk KaradZi¢ in
the early nineteenth century. Following the principle of 'piSi kao §to
govori§', he abolished several redundant letters (e.g. m, 1, b) and
introduced six new letters: h, b, B, ¥, 11, j (¢, d, 1j, nj, dZ, j). The Latin
orthography is essentially that devised by Ljudovit Gaj in the nineteenth
century on the basis of the 'Hus' system; earlier systems had been based
on German, Italian or Hungarian spelling. Both alphabets, but especially
Cyrillic, reflect a particularly close relationship between sounds and
spelling.



SERBO-CROAT

Noun Morpholo

N. proézor prézori Zéna Zéne
G. prézora prézora Zené Zéna
D. prézoru proézorima Zeni Zénama
A. proézor proézore Zénu Zéne
I. prézorom prézorima Zenom Zénama
L. prézoru prézorima Zeni Zenama
V. prézore prézori 78no 7¢éne

Note in the above tables:

(1) The simplification of endings in the dative, instrumental and
locative plural;

(2)  The spread of the genitive plural ending in -a (of unknown origin);-

(3)  The use of certain 'soft declension' endings for all nouns (gen.sg.,
dat.-loc.sg., nom.-acc.pl. for nouns in -a; acc. pl. for masc. nouns in
a consonant);

(4) Distinct endings for the nom. and acc. plural of masculine nouns;
the category of animacy does not exist in the plural.

Yerb Morpholo

Present tense: The first person singular of all verbs (except ho¢u and
mogu) ends in -m; the first person ends in -mo: idém, idémo

Past tense (perfect): The (enclitic) auxiliary is used in all persons; in
negated forms it is the auxiliary that is negated:
pisao sam, pisao si, pisao je, pisali smo, pisali ste, pisali su
nisam pisao, nisi pisao, nije pisao

Aorist and imperfect: Formal written styles and some dialects retain
aorist and imperfect tenses:

napisah pi sah
napisa pi sase
napisa pi sase
napisasmo pi sasmo
napisaste pi saste
napisaSe pi sahu

Future tense: can be expressed in several ways, all using éwhoéu:
hocu pisati, ja ¢u pisati, pisat ¢u/pisacu, ja éu da pi $em



MACEDONIAN

Yowels

Nasal vowels: ¢ > e, ¢ > a: neT, paka

Jers: b> 0, b > e: COH, [€H, but: Marna, naxcmia

Jat': € > e: 1eBO

Macedonian retains vocalic r; vocalic 1 > ol: npBH, KPCT; BOJIK, cos3a

Stress. tones and quantity

Macedonian has no tones or quantity distinctions; the standard language
has fiuxed antepenultimate stress:

BOJEHHYAP, BOASHHYAPH, BOAEHUUADHTE
The older norm required maintenance of antepenultimate stress in phrases
with pro- and/or enclitics, though this is mostly coming to be regarded as
a dialect feature: eBé TH ro ~ éBe TH Iro

Consonants:
*t 4+ j > K, *d + j > I (the exact pronunciation varies): cBeka, Mery

Palatalisation: most C.S. palatalisation is lost: 1yre, 3emja, Hero

B occurs in a few words: kow, Gama

The norm is that 1 and 5 (pronounced as a 'middle' 1) are distinguished
before back vowels, but merge before front vowels; actual pronounciation
often differs. x1yu ~ ByOH; OHBOUB ~ OKMIBOMIH

Macedonian has /dz/ (written s), which goes back to /z/ in certain

environments and spewcific words and which occurs in loan-words:
SBED, SBe3aa, SH

Velars: Macedonian has mostly lost /x/, which is found only in certain
loan-words and Church Slavonicisms or other literary words:
71e0, CHaa (< snaxa); 00OJIBa, UMTAB; XOTeJ, AYX, AOXO.

Inter-vocalic /j/ is largely lost, leading to sequences of two adjacent
vowels: Taa, yMee, ymeaB



MACEDONIAN

Orthography

Macedonian uses the Cyrillic alphabet; the differences from Serbian are
the existence of s and the use of , I instead of h, b. Orthography is
generally phonemic.

Morphology

Nouns: The Macedonian noun has lost its declension, except for the now
optional vocative and an optional oblique case form, used only with

masculine proper names and a few other nouns:
yekaM MBaH/uyekaM HBaHa

Macedonian has a tripartite post-posited definite article:
MaXOT, MaXOB, MaXXOH; MaXHUTe, MaXHBE, MaXXHHE;
X€HaTa, X€HaBa, X€HaHa; KEHUTE, XXEHUBE, KEHHHE;
AEeTeTOo, NETEBO, NETEHO; AelaTa, A€elaBa, AelaHa

Verbs: Macedonian retains the aorist and imperfect tenses, alongside the

perfect:

IIPOUYHTaB YHTaB CYM (IIPO)YHTAJ
IIDOUHTA yHTaIe CH (NPO)UMTAl
IpouyHTa yHTale (Ipo)uHTAal
IIPOUHTABME UYHTaBME CME (TIPO)UHTANIE
IIPOYHTABTE YHTaBTe CTe (npo)unTase
npouyuTaa yKTaa (Ipo)uHTae

Future tense: ke npamam, Ke npamam, Ke npama; HemMa Ja rpamam,
HeMa [a npamall, HeMa Aa npama

Some speakers use a second perfect tense formed with umam and the

neuter sing. past passive participle:
HUMaM (IIPO)UUTAHO, UMAIl (IIPO)YHTAHO

Re-narration tenses: the analytic tenses are often (always?) used to
indicate actions not witnessed by the speaker or for which the truth

cannot be confirmed by the speaker:
TOj Geme Bo Ckomje ~ Toj Gy BO Ckomje



MACEDONIAN

Syntax

Three features of Macedonian sybntax are worth noting:

Growth of analyticity: this is a consequence of the loss of declensions:
KHHrarta Ha/on bnaxerta; Ha Coma i Tpeba HOB I1eMIIED

Duplication of Object: Enclitic pronominal forms duplicate definite
direct and/or indirect objects:
["'o uexkaM 3naTeH; [aj ¥ neHkKayo Ha JacHa;
Ke My I'd lafiaM OBHE ITMcMa Ha Bopuc

Loss of infinitive:
MODpaM [1a [POUYKUTAM KHHUIraBa; MOXETE JIM [a HU 'O JaJETEe MEHUTO



BULGARIAN

Yowels
Nasal vowels: ¢ > e, 0 > 5 (b): I€T, pbKa
Jers: b>a (b), b > e: CbH, [IE€H

Jat': (in the standard language) € > a in stressed syllables before a (C.S.)
hard consonant, otherwise e: 6sic ~ 6ecoBé; cisi ~ cyenu

Yocalic liquids are replaced by bp, bJi, pb 71b: BbpGa, BpbOHHULIA

Stress. tones and quantity

Bulgarian has no tones or quantity distinctions, but has free and mobile

stress, which, however, often differs from that of Russian:
rpaj, rpagbT, rpaioBé; MOCT, MOCTBT, MOCTOBE;
cbpué (cf. cépaue), BTOpH (cf. BTOPOi)

Consonants
*t+) > /8t/ [w], *d + j > /Zd/: cBem, Mexaa

Palatalisation: All consonants (eXcept /81, 12/, &1, IdZ/, /x/) form

hard/soft pairs; the palatalisation contrast exists only before back vowels:
Oan ~ Osu1, XoOa ~ XOAs

Orthography

Bulgarian uses the Cyrillic alphabet; spelling was last reformed in 1945,
when &, & (used for b < q) and the final hard and soft signs were

abolished. In certain noun and verb forms a and st indicate /a/:
X0Ja, TekaT; JEHST, X045

Morphology

Nouns have lost their declensions, except for the vocative singular and a

special form used with masculine nouns after numerals:
CHH, CHHE, CHHa; X€Ha, XEHO

There is a single post-posited definite article, which has a special form in
the masculine for oblique cases (optional in the colloquial language):
rpaa ~ rpagbT, rpajia; XeHa ~XeHaTa; MSICTO ~ MSICTOTO
rpazioBeTe, XEHUTE, MECTATA



BULGARIAN

Verbs retain the aorist and imperfect tenses:

Mmucax [ §14111(5).¢
Imca nyigeme
nH1ca NnumeHe
nmucaxme MMAImeExXme
nmUucaxTe NnumexTe
nmucaxa njmexa

Bulgarian has a system of renarration tenses:
TOH HamMca MUCMOTO ~ TOU HaMUCas ITHCMOTO;
TOH INHIIEe MMCMOTO ~ TOW NHUIIEJ MHCMOTO

Note: (i) According to some grammars the third person auxiliary is used

in the perfect tense, but not in the renarration form:
TOH € HamucaJs [MUCMOTO ~ TOH HalucaJl IMMMCMOTO

(i) Some grammars claim a very complex system of renarration tenses:
msia cbM Oun na cbM mucan '(they say) I had been going to have
written'[?!].

Future tense is formed with me + imperf./perf. present; negative is Hsima
Aa + imperf /perf. present:
me nuima, 1me NUIell; e Haluima e Haryien;
HsIMa [a nuiia, HsiMa Aa Nymen





