	    
	
	


MA APPLIED LINGUISTICS / ELT IN-SESSIONAL COURSE in ENGLISH for ACADEMIC PURPOSES
Style in Academic Writing
Academic writing in the UK aims to be objective, impersonal, formal and precise. The following are general guidelines to help you write your assignments using an appropriately academic style:

There are four main styles of English: 
· formal   (eg  didactic)

· standard  (eg educational)
· informal  (eg  teaching)
· colloquial  (eg  teacherly)
You should aim to use formal or standard English and avoid using informal and colloquial English in your academic writing. 
In particular, avoid the following common errors:
· like for introducing examples. Instead, use such as  or  for instance.
· thing  and  something. Instead, use factor, issue or topic. 

· lots of  Instead, use a significant/considerable number or many (with countable nouns) a large amount of  (with uncountable nouns).
· little / big  Instead, use small/large.

· get in phrases such as get better/worse. Instead, use improve and deteriorate.

Further points to help you produce an appropriate, academic style are as follows:
1.  Avoid personal pronouns: eg  Do not write  I / We will focus first on X, then I / we will  discuss Y and finally….  Instead, write :This essay will focus first on X, then it will discuss Y and finally….  
2. Avoid contracted verb forms: eg  don’t, can’t. Instead, use the full forms: do not, cannot.

3. Use tentative, cautious language. Avoid absolute statements such as: Learning a second language is a difficult process for everyone. Instead use cautious phrases: Learning a second language may be a difficult process for many students OR tends to be a difficult process for many students.
4. Do not assume that stylistic conventions which are frequently used in your language 
     will be considered equally appropriate in English academic writing. For example, rhetorical   questions are very little-used in academic English.  Asking a question which the writer will then   immediately answer is considered to be something of a waste of time.  Instead simply state the facts!    
5. Use signposting expressions to introduce new topics  eg Turning to the question of  ... 
 The next problem to be addressed concerns…..
6.  Do not over-use the passive voice. Although academic English tends to use the passive voice more than general English does, the passive should not be over-used. The decision of whether to use active or passive will depend on your focus. For example, compare:

a. It is widely agreed that there is as yet no evidence for this….

b.  Braine (2004) cIaims that there is no evidence for this…. 
In the first case, the focus is on the message - a generally-accepted belief;  in the second, however, the focus is on the source of a particular statement (ie Braine).
7.  Be precise when dealing with facts or figures. Avoid phrases such as about a

     hundred OR thousands of years ago. if it is necessary to estimate numbers use approximately  rather than about.

8. Avoid using phrasal verbs such as go on or finish up if there is a suitable synonym. Use   


    continue or end.

  9.  Avoid using etc. or and so on  when writing lists. Instead, use the word include and insert and before the last item:


eg The books on her shelves included studies by Aronsen, Hardy and Stevenson.

10. Avoid vague clichés: ‘more and more people think….’; ‘time and time again…’’; in the world today’; 
11. Avoid using journalese. In particular, do not begin sentences with conjunctions. That is: 

Don’t begin sentences with And ; instead use In addition/ Moreover/Furthermore;  

Don’t begin sentences with But ; instead use However  

Don’t begin sentences with Or;  instead use Alternatively
12. Finally, and most importantly, be accurate in your use of vocabulary; in other words:

a. Use the correct class of word. 


Eg * Junk food can cause overweight (adj) and obesity (noun). 


A person can be overweight because 'overweight' is an adjective, but junk food would cause 'weight gain' (a compound noun).


b. Be careful with synonyms. It is good to be adventurous in your use of English, but do not assume that words in your thesaurus/ dictionary are exact synonyms. There is a difference between, for example, currency and money and between teaching and learning and you should be aware first, of the shades of difference between words which may appear to be synonyms and, secondly,  when it is appropriate to use one or the other. 
c.  Beware of translating your thoughts. Do not assume that a word in your language, translated into English, will convey exactly the same meaning and be used in English in exactly the same way that it is used in your language: you should certainly be aware of the more well-known false friends which exist between English and your language, but this is not enough! Try to improve your knowledge of how English expresses ideas differently from the way that your language does. Noticing difference as you read in English/ listen to native speakers and making a note of such differences for your own future use ('active reading' ) will help you to become a better linguist.  
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