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1. Elements of ancient Judahite and Judean society vs modern European and North American society


A. causation both divine and human vs causation human


B. heaven and the center of the earth as restrained masses of water vs. scientific

 investigation of the atmosphere and the molten core of the earth 


C. strongly patriarchal society vs. non-patriarchal or slightly patriarchal


D. union of temple and state vs. separation of church and state


E. a single religion vs. a multi-religious citizenry


F. inclusion of slaves in social structure vs. no slavery

            G. Agriculturally based economy royally owned and controlled vs. manufacturing

 and agriculturally based economy controlled by the state and by private individuals

NOTE: within the majority of the modern developing world, many of these differences do not apply

2. Issues involving the use of the Bible in modern faith communities


A. Who controls the right to define normative practice and interpretation?



1. The Catholic-Protestant schism in Christianity



2. The liberal –fundamentalist debate within Protestantism



3. The Orthodox-Reform debate within Judaism


B. The use of the Bible to define and maintain doctrine and practice



1. celibacy of priests and exclusion of females from the priesthood in

 Catholicism

2. observance of kosher laws, shabbat laws, wearing of tzitzit and use of

 mezzuzot in Judaism

3. Issues involving the Bible in the modern secular world


A. Israel’s claim to modern statehood in a particular territory based on the Bible


B. evolution vs. creationism in education


C. missionary activity in a multireligious society


D. condemnation of Muslim holy war endorsed in the Koran when the Bible has

 identical laws endorsing such activity


E. Use of the Bible to create modern laws for secular states



1. abortion



2. homosexuality



3. punishment of criminals and capital punishment



4. euthanasia



5. marriage and divorce


F. use of the Bible to establish moral standards in a secular society/state


G. the privileging of the Bible, one set of sacred scriptures, over other sets of 

religious scriptures in a secular, multi-religious state as a source of legitimising practice

4. How much of the message in the Bible is culturally specific and how much transcends cultural specificity?  Should culturally specific material be discarded or maintained by transferring into modern culturally specific equivalents, where possible?  In our situation where the separation of church and state applies, who should be entrusted to define modern cultural equivalents? 

