CILASS Case Studies (Centre for Inquiry-based Learning in the Arts and Social Sciences)
Introduction

CILASS is a Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL), awarded to the University of Sheffield by HEFCE in recognition of existing excellence in IBL in the Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences and Law. CILASS is committed to supporting further development and innovation in IBL, with the aim of embedding inquiry at the heart of the student learning experience in the University. In particular, CILASS promotes IBL that involves students in discipline-based and inter-disciplinary collaborative inquiries, develops students´ information literacy capabilities, and uses information and communications technologies imaginatively to enhance the learning experience.   The IBL Design Overview lies at the heart of these resources. They focus on the inquiry pedagogy underlying the project - what the students did, how the project leaders supported their activities and what they learnt from the project. 

History: Inquiry-led Independent and Collaborative Research Modules
"I thought this was a massive improvement to the module: necessary teacher preparation was relatively limited, but the pay-offs in the quality of assignments was considerable." (Workshop tutor feedback)

This project developed two core elements of the history curriculum – the second year Course Assignment and the third year Dissertation – in order to improve the independent and collaborative research skills of undergraduates in the History Department. A range of electronic resources, peer feedback mechanisms and postgraduate led workshops were developed to build upon the existing expertise in this area in the History Department and to embed inquiry in the heart of the curriculum even more strongly. 
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