CILASS Case Studies (Centre for Inquiry-based Learning in the Arts and Social Sciences)
Introduction

CILASS is a Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL), awarded to the University of Sheffield by HEFCE in recognition of existing excellence in IBL in the Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences and Law. CILASS is committed to supporting further development and innovation in IBL, with the aim of embedding inquiry at the heart of the student learning experience in the University. In particular, CILASS promotes IBL that involves students in discipline-based and inter-disciplinary collaborative inquiries, develops students´ information literacy capabilities, and uses information and communications technologies imaginatively to enhance the learning experience.   The IBL Design Overview lies at the heart of these resources. They focus on the inquiry pedagogy underlying the project - what the students did, how the project leaders supported their activities and what they learnt from the project. 

Modern Languages: History of the French Language
"I found that the collaborative research project improved my group work skills, I learnt new writing styles from other members of the group, the importance of teamwork and how to research the history of French. Furthermore, I learnt that I am confident and organised enough to manage the group and provide group members with the help that they need." (student feedback)

This project developed the inquiry-based approach to learning in a Level 2 historical linguistics module taken by students in the French Department. Because the course is conceptual in nature students sometimes had difficulty engaging with the subject matter. The project aimed to enhance existing group-based assessment tasks in order to provide more effective scaffolding for learning in the subject and to allow students to be more creative. It was also hoped that experiences with open-ended inquiry would give students the skills to engage more effectively with the assignment that they have to complete while they are on their year abroad at Level 3; this involves devising a project to research while studying or working in a Francophone country). 
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