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  Open Translation teaching resources


Evaluation of Online Dictionaries
Aim: 
The aim of this activity is to evaluate critically online bilingual dictionaries.
This activity can be done in face-to-face settings, or on the VLE, using the forum.
Activity: 

There are many free online dictionaries available on the internet, for example: 
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http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
http://www.onelook.com/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/
http://www.synonym.com/
http://dict.leo.org/
· How do you decide if a dictionary is fit for the purpose required?

· What criteria would you use to evaluate an online dictionary?

· As a group, propose a set of criteria to evaluate online dictionaries.
· Would the criteria be different for specialist areas such as legal dictionaries?

Teachers’ notes: 

In a face-to-face setting, students can be asked to work in pairs or small groups and discuss their views and present them to the group. On a VLE, messages can be posted to a forum. Students can be asked to reply to at least one message posted by another student.

Here are some criteria which could be considered:
	· ease of use

· reliability

· grammar

· range of words

· accuracy
	· depth of information (examples)

· idiomatic uses

· context

· specific features
· community support (e.g. via forums)
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