
Creating Stories for Children – Year 2
TERM 1 – writing for 8-12yr olds

Lesson 1 (need A3 paper)
· Register

· In groups: name some Famous children’s authors, and favourite children’s stories.
· What is a:

· Folk tale

· Fairy tale

· Myth

· Legend

· Fable

· Parable

· Allegory

Note: school year groups

Year 1 (ages 5-6) KS1

Year 2 (ages 6-7) KS1

Year 3 (ages 7-8) KS2

Year 4 (ages 8-9) KS2

Year 5 (ages 9-10) KS2

Year 6 (ages 10-11) KS2
Year 7 (ages 11-12) Secondary School KS3
1.
Issues – in groups - discuss what issues there might be for the following age groups (both at 

home and school):

8 and 9 year olds

FOR 8-12 market, protagonists should be age 12 (simple 

10 to 12 year olds
psychology)

WHICH AGE GROUP ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WRITING FOR?  FORM GROUPS ACCORDING TO CHILDREN’S AGE (8 AND 9; 10 TO 12).
2.
Genre/Topics/themes/morals – discuss these in your groups for your chosen age group.  
3.
In groups, take an age group and an issue and topic and do a spider diagram of ideas for a story.  

(TUTOR TO PHOTOCOPY THESE FOR ALL STUDENTS)
HOMEWORK: Make a list of 5 popular children’s stories for these 2 age groups and include some blurb about each story – issue/theme/moral/genre (use the internet!).  Bring in some story ideas of your own.  STORIES TO READ: Umbrella Man // The Galloping Ghost
TEACHER NOTES: 
Brothers Grimm around circa 1785-1859  Hansel and Gretal
Hans Christian Anderson – 1805-1875 – Snow Queen, Ugly Duckling

Aesop around 620to560BC The Hare and the Tortoise
Kipling 1865-1936 Jungle Book

Roald Dahl 1916-1990 – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Witches

Beatrix Potter 1866-1943 – Peter Rabbit

Enid Blyton 1897-1968 – Famous Five

J.M. Barrie 1860-1937 – Peter Pan

Lewis Carroll – (Charles Lutwidge Dodgson) 1832-1895 – Alice

JK Rowling – 1965 – Harry Potter
Philip Pullman 1946 – Dark Materials
Jacqueline Wilson – 1945 – tracy Beaker

What is a folk tale? – tale passed on orally 
A story or legend that is passed down orally from one generation to the next and becomes part of a community's tradition.  Folklore, general term for the verbal, spiritual, and material aspects of any culture that are transmitted orally, by observation, or by imitation. People sharing a culture may have in common an occupation, language, ethnicity, age, or geographical location. This body of traditional material is preserved and passed on from generation to generation, with constant variations shaped by memory, immediate need or purpose, and degree of individual talent. The word folklore was coined in 1846 by the English antiquary William John Thoms to replace the term popular antiquities.

What is a Legend? (folklore) – about a hero/god from a fixed period.  Traditional narrative or collection of related narratives, popularly regarded as historically factual but actually a mixture of fact and fiction. The medieval Latin word legenda means “things for reading.” During certain services of the early Christian church, legenda, or lives of the saints, were read aloud.  A legend is set in a specific place at a specific time; the subject is often a heroic historical personage. A legend differs from a myth by portraying a human hero rather than one who is a god.  Legends, originally oral, have been developed into literary masterpieces. Among the most famous legends of all time are the classic epics: Homer’s the Iliad and the Odyssey.  From the Middle Ages come legends about Arthur, and the German alchemist Faust. 

What is a fairy tale? – fairies and imaginary beings + moral
- story about fairies: a story for children about fairies or other imaginary beings and events, often containing a moral message 

What is a myth? – fictitious tale (or not?) about how the world came about
The term "myth" is often used colloquially to refer to a false story; however, the academic use of the term generally does not refer to truth or falsity. In the field of folkloristics, a myth is conventionally defined as a sacred narrative explaining how the world and humankind came to be in their present form. Many scholars in other academic fields use the term "myth" in somewhat different ways. In a very broad sense, the word can refer to any traditional story. 
What is an Allegory? – symbolic representation  Allegory communicates its message by means of symbolic figures, actions or symbolic representation. Some theories propose that myths began as allegories. According to one theory, myths began as allegories for natural phenomena: Apollo represents fire, Poseidon represents water, and so on.[32] According to another theory, myths began as allegories for philosophical or spiritual concepts: Athena represents wise judgment, Aphrodite represents desire, etc.[
What is a fable? – a tale featuring animals with human traits.   a succinct story, in prose or verse, that features animals, plants, inanimate objects, or forces of nature which are anthropomorphized (given human qualities), and that illustrates a moral lesson (a "moral"), which may at the end be expressed explicitly in a pithy maxim.  A fable differs from a parable in that the latter excludes animals, plants, inanimate objects, and forces of nature as actors that assume speech and other powers of humankind.

What is a Parable? – a moral or religious lesson   A parable is a brief, succinct story, in prose or verse, that illustrates a moral or religious lesson. It differs from a fable in that fables use animals, plants, inanimate objects, and forces of nature as characters, while parables generally feature human characters.

ISSUES: (which become story themes)
Self consciousness, self esteem, self awareness, self-confidence, no longer infant (8 and 9)

Eating disorders, weight, bullying, losing friendships (all)

Problems at home, parents (all)

Finding a voice (8 and 9)

Gender identity/sexuality (all)

Place in society (8 and 9)

Child abuse (all)

Obesity (all)

Adoption (all)

Foster home (all)

Mental health (autism/spectrums) (all)

Special needs, learning difficulties, keeping up with peers (all)

Language problems (all)

Loss (human/pet) (all)

Trauma (all)

Anger (all)

ADD (attention deficit disorder)/ADHD (attention deficit and hyperactive disorder) (all)

Illness (leukaemia etc.) (all)

Divorce (all)

Transition from primary to secondary (10-12)

Hormones (10+)

Insomnia (all)

Medication (all)

Boyfriend/girlfriend relationships (11-12)

Violence (all)

Self-harm (all)

Loneliness (no friends) (all)

Religious issues (Muslim) (all)

Racism (all)

Depression (all)

Feelings of inadequacy (all)

Gifted and geeks and nerds (all)

Relationships with teachers (all)
Shyness (all)
Red hair/ginger (all)

Height/size (all)

Gangs/in-crowd/popularity (all)

Poverty (clothing) (all)

Tell tale/snitch/grass/dobber (all)

Boy/girl issues (all)

Impediments (all)

Latch-key kids (child minders) (all)
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