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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Encarna Cuberos
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: 11 June 2008 by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
Having had this interview arranged fairly last minute, it turned out to be one of the most enthusiastic, compact and moving interviews of this trip.

Encarna welcomed me wholeheartedly, and she had files of letters ready for me to look at.  She also brought out other ‘material culture’ from her evacuation experience – tins for blackcurrant sweets, at least 70 years old, in which she now keeps sewing pins.  With these, and numerous other items, she repeatedly said that she could never throw them out.

She spoke highly of the English throughout, and repeated that she won’t hear a word said against them.  Some of the happiest years of her life – save those spent with her family prior to Gernika – were the three years she was in the UK (1937-40, Southampton, Guildford, Manchester).  Her father was killed in the Gernika bombings, and she suffered bullet wounds to her chest before being evacuated.  

She speaks so highly of her time in England yet contrasts this with the poverty, hunger and hard work she experienced when she and her two siblings rejoined their mother in France in 1940.  She then experienced the Second World War.  She talked of how she still fears thunder storms because the sounds bring back the bombings she experienced as a child; interestingly, she has overcome the fear of the sound of aeroplanes.

When Encarna spoke of the death of her 20 year old son in a car accident over 30 years ago, this was obviously very emotional.  She ‘saved’ the moment by offering to make me a cup of tea, and we enjoyed a very English cuppa, complete with cup & saucer and cold milk at 5pm!  Another chance for Encarna to express her love for all things English.

In terms of materials, Encarna gave me copies of the following:

UK National Registration Identity Card

Copy of letter sent to Manchester ‘carer’ before Encarna’s repatriation

Enlarged photocopy of her photo in the Daily Express, 7 Jan 1938. 
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