Thematic Pronunciation Materials

The Environment
Task 1: Mark the word stress on the following:  

acid rain       carbon monoxide    endangered species           pressure group
    exhaust fumes       greenhouse effect       forest fires    global warming
ozone layer   nuclear energy    nuclear reactor    oil-slick            rain forest              nuclear waste             wildlife                       unleaded petrol

Task 2: Mark the chunks and stress timing on the following text. 
Carbon trading is based on the principle that global warming is a global problem, so it doesn’t really matter where you actually cut the carbon. The cuts are made wherever in the world it’s cheapest for business and in a world where money talks, that’s important. So, how’s it work? Well, take this chemicals factory in the north of England. Like every major polluter in the UK, its CO2 emissions are strictly capped, because Britain agreed to cut CO2 as part of the Kyoto deal on climate. But, this firm won’t have to make all its carbon cuts itself; it can pollute over and above its CO2 limit by buying extra CO2 credits. But, where would you buy carbon credits? Here’s a firm that’s selling carbon credits. This is Shougang Steel in Beijing. The factory’s horribly inefficient, but China’s still relatively poor, so under UN rules, it doesn’t have to cut its emissions yet. But, this firm is installing new technology to cut CO2. Why bother? Because, this generates those valuable CO2 credits, so CO2 will be saved from Shougang that wouldn’t otherwise have been saved. The CO2 credits flow to Europe and dollars to pay Shougang for its clean technology flow the other way. It’s all policed by the UN. But, is this ethical? Shouldn’t firms in Europe be forced to cut emissions themselves? 
I think it is ethical…we have to do something to help developing countries; we can’t impose emission reduction targets on them if we’re not acting ourselves domestically. It also ...we have a responsibility to help them leapfrog the mistakes that we’ve made in the past by introducing new technology to them. 
A few more questions: Does carbon trading cut CO2 overall? Well, no it doesn’t. It’s the job of government to ratchet down emissions levels.  Carbon trading merely makes that task attractive to business and helps poorer countries get involved. Can Europe’s leaders persuade America to agree to the scheme? Well, they’re trying. 
BBC News (2007) Carbon Trading. [Online]. [Accessed 10/2/08]. Available on the World Wide Web: 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/player/nol/newsid_6720000/newsid_6728800?redirect=6728863.stm&news=1&nbwm=1&nbram=1&bbwm=1&bbram=1>. 
Task 3: With a partner, prepare the following dialogue with careful attention to the intonation

A: Um…cigarette?

B: Thanks.

A: Oxford?

B: Yes, you?

A: Um…that’s right. Student?
B: Nurse. You?

A: Unemployed.

B: Long?

A: A year. Er…married?

B: Divorced.

A: Really? Me too.

B: Kids?

A: One You?

B: Three.

A: Erm…Dinner?

B: When?

A: Tonight.

B: Ah, busy. Tomorrow?

A: Lunch? 

B: OK. Where?

A: Um…Browns?

B: Browns.

A: When?

B: One.

A: Fine. Oh, Oxford.

B: Already?

A: Tomorrow?

B: Tomorrow.

A: Oh…

B: Yes?

A: Name?

B: Betty

A: Alan

