Humanities Viva Preparation checklist


Humanities PhD Viva Preparation checklist
This is a useful checklist for PGR students preparing for their PhD Viva.  You can use it to help you re-familiarise yourself with your thesis, pre-empt some questions that may be asked.  Tick off each task when you have done it.

What can I do before my Viva?
	Practice
	Things to consider
	Done it

	Download the Joint Examiners’ Report
	· Know what aspects of your work your examiners will be reporting on

· The format of the Joint Examiners’ Report will give you a good guide
	

	Re-read your thesis


	· In the heat of compiling and submitting your thesis you may have lost some of the ‘bigger picture’

· Re-reading your thesis, more than once, in the gap between submitting and your Viva will help you re-familiarise yourself with your main arguments and sources
	

	Begin a typo list


	· Your final thesis copies will contain an errata page where you can list errors such as typos 

· It is a good idea to begin a list well before your Viva, however ‘painful’ it might be!
	

	Know your examiners
	· Look up the websites and publications of your examiners

· You can read something of what your examiners have written to get a feel for their work and approaches
	

	Introduction and Conclusion
	· Note down the main points you raise in your introduction and conclusion 

· This will help you develop a mental framework for the questions you will be asked in your Viva
	

	Logic of chapters
	· It might have been a long time since you planned the structure of your thesis and you may be asked about the reasons why you chose to present your findings in a particular way.  

· Make a note of the reasoning behind your thesis structure and practice describing each theme succinctly so you can refer to them with ease
	

	Key bibliography


	· It might have been a long time since you wrote your literature review (if relevant) and so it is worth re-familiarising yourself with your bibliography, highlighting key texts that you could refer to during your Viva

· You do not need to memorise exact authors and titles but being able to speak fluently about key texts and authors in your field will give your examiners confidence

· Beware of recent scholarship since your submission.  Look through recent editions of journals and publication lists in your field for work that might be relevant to yours but were unable to include
	

	Find your answers
	Think about it
	Done it

	Selection of sources
	· On what did you base your choice of sources?  

· These may be primary documents, texts, manuscripts, collections, sites, study groups, authors, etc
	

	Disciplinary and interdisciplinary contexts


	· How does your thesis fit into your discipline, or if it crosses disciplines, what does it offer to each?
	

	Methodology, theory, approaches


	· Can you describe your methodology or theoretical framework concisely and coherently?  

· This is worth practicing.  Often, when you are so familiar with something, it can be difficult to convey it well to others when put on the spot

· What other approaches might you have chosen?
	

	Directions your thesis has taken 


	· How has your thesis research developed since your original research proposal?  

· Are your findings as you expected, what has surprised you?  

· Did you change the trajectory of your research because of particular findings, or lack of them?
	

	Relevance of your thesis in wider debates


	· In which academic debates might your thesis contribute fresh perspectives?  

· Might your thesis begin new debates by raising different questions?
	

	Further spinouts


	· Where can your thesis lead?  Both for you and for other scholars?
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