HST3103/4 - WEEK 5, SEMINAR 9: Ghosts, Fairies, Frauds and the Natural World 
Seminar Aims:
In this seminar we will be examining the role of and belief in fairies during the early modern period. We will discuss what sort of literature and events surrounded this belief in fairies, how it was taken advantage of, and specifically how it was linked to the discourse surrounding witchcraft.

Questions/ Themes to Consider:

What characterised early modern conceptions and beliefs about fairies?

How did beliefs about fairies connect with beliefs and the discourse surrounding witchcraft?

How was this belief exploited?

Consider the malevolence of fairy-belief and what role this played in early modern culture.

What other beliefs were there about the power of the natural world during this period?

How were fairies and the natural world represented in literature?

Core Texts:

The seuerall notorious and levvd cousnages of Iohn VVest, and Alice VVest, falsely called the King and Queene of Fayries (London, 1613)

An account of one Ann Jefferies, now living in the county of Cornwall, who was fed for six months by a small sort of airy people call'd fairies, and of the strange and wonderful cures she performed with slaves and medicines she received from them, for which she never took one penny of her patients (London, 1696)

Selections from Robert Kirk, The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns and Fairies (1691), ed. Andrew Lang (1893) http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/celt/sce/
Further Reading:

Briggs, Katharine, M., ‘The English Fairies’, Folklore, vol. 68, no. 1 (March, 1957), pp. 270-287

Briggs, Katharine, The anatomy of Puck : an examination of fairy beliefs among Shakespeare's contemporaries and successors (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1959)

Briggs, Katharine, M., ‘The Fairies and the Realms of the Dead’, Folklore, vol. 81, no. 2 (Summer, 1970), pp. 81-96

Briggs, Katharine, Fairies in English tradition and literature (London, 1989)

Hall, Alaric, ‘Getting Shot of Elves: Healing, Witchcraft and Fairies in the Scottish Witchcraft Trials’, Folklore, vol. 116, no. 1 (2005), pp. 19-36.

Lamb, Mary Ellen, ‘Taken By the Fairies; Fairy Practices and the Production of Popular Culture in A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, Shakespeare Quarterly, vol. 51, no. 3 (Autumn, 2000), pp. 277-312

Latham, Minor White, The Elizabethan fairies: the fairies of folklore and the fairies of Shakespeare (New York: Columbia, 1930)

Purkiss, Diane, Troublesome things: a history of fairies and fairy stories (London: Penguin, 2001)

Purkiss, Diane, ‘Sounds of silence: fairies and incest in Scottish witchcraft stories’, in Clark, Stuart (ed.), Languages of witchcraft: narrative, ideology and meaning in early modern culture (Basingstoke and New York: Macmillan and St Martin's Press, 2001), pp. 81-98

Purkiss, Diane, ‘Shakespeare, Ghosts and Popular Folklore’, in Gillespie, Stuart and Rhodes, Neil, eds., Shakespeare and Elizabethan popular culture (The Arden critical companions) (London: Arden Shakespeare, 2006), pp. 136-54

Spence, Lewis, The fairy tradition in Britain (London; New York: Rider, 1948)

Thomas, Keith, Religion and the Decline of Magic (London, 1971), especially chapters 7 and the second part of chapter 19

Wilby, E., ‘The Witch’s familiar and the fairy in Early modern England and Scotland’, Folklore, vol. 111, no. 2 (2000), pp. 283-305

