HST3103/4 – WEEK 3, SEMINAR 6: The Debate about Purgatory in Protestant England

Core Reading: Simon Fish, A supplication for the beggars (London, 1529)
Extracts from John Rastell’s New Boke of Purgatory (London, 1530)
Further Reading: 

Peter Marshall, ‘Fear, purgatory and polemic in Reformation England’ in Fear in Early Modern Society, eds. William G. Naphy and Penny Roberts (Manchester and New York, 1997), pp. 150-166
Peter Marshall, ‘The debate over “unwritten verities” in early Reformation England’ in b. Gordon, ed., Protestant History and Identity in Sixteenth-Century Europe I: The Medieval Inheritance (Aldershot, 1996), pp. 60-76
E. Duffy, ‘The Spirituality of John Fisher’ in B. Bradshaw and E. Duffy, eds., Humanism, reform and the Reformation: the career of Bishop John Fisher (Cambridge University Press, 1989)
E. Duffy, The stripping of the altars: traditional religion in England, c.1400-c.1580 (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992)
Peter Marshall, Religious Identities in Henry VIII’s England (Aldershot, Ashgate, 2006)
Diarmid MacCulloch, Reformation: Europe’s house divided, 1490-1700 (London, Allen Lane, 2003)
Peter Marshall, ‘ ‘The map of God’s word’: geographies of the afterlife in Tudor and early Stuart England’ in Bruce Gordon and Peter Marshall, The Place of the Dead; Death and Remembrance in Late medieval and Early Modern Europe (Cambridge, 2000), pp. 110-130
Peter Marshall, ‘Debates over the Dead: Purgatory and Polemic in Henrician England’ in Beliefs and the Dead in Reformation England (Oxford, 2002), pp. 47-92
Clare Gittings, Death, Burial and the Individual in Early Modern England (Kent, 1984), pp. 19-60

Craig M. Koslofsky, The reformation of the dead: death and ritual in early modern Germany, 1450-1700 (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 2000)
Seminar Aim:

To discuss the changes in understandings of purgatory, death and the afterlife during the early-mid sixteenth century through analysis of the primary sources that surround the debate over purgatory (and its questionable existence), death and salvation and the nature of God and Christianity. We will look specifically at Simon Fish’s A supplication for the beggars and responses to this from Rastell and Thomas More. Please use the further reading selectively to find information on the debate surrounding purgatory in the late 1520s and 1530s (ie look in indexes for key figures and texts such as Simon Fish’s A supplication for the beggars, John Rastell, the work of Thomas More, Jean Veron and William Allen). The Marshall article that was given to you in the seminar should help you to identify the key themes, texts and people to look out for in your further reading around this subject.
