HST3103/4 – WEEK 2, SEMINAR 3: What to do when you see a ghost

Core Reading: Ludwig Lavater, Of Ghosts and Spiryts Walking by Night (1572), Third part, pp. 175-221

https://webmail.shef.ac.uk/horde/util/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Feebo.chadwyck.com%2Fsearch%2Ffulltext%3Faction%3Dbyid%26warn%3DN%26id%3DD00000998440280000%26div%3D0%26sequence%3D1%26SOURCE%3Dvar_spell.cfg%26file%3D..%2Fsession%2F1222958691_21213&Horde=971f872e27456decbd1b15cfbcfee732
Further Reading: Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic, pp. 701-734
Peter Marshall, Mother Leakey and the Bishop: a ghost story
Seminar aims:

In this seminar we will be examining in detail Lavater’s advice and information on appropriate behaviour when encountering a ghost, apparition or inexplicable ‘noises in the night’. Having discussed many of the tricky issues surrounding the sighting of ghosts, and proving that ghosts do in fact appear at times, Lavater goes on to discuss how one should respond to such a sighting.

Questions to consider:

1. Lavater, so far, has given us quite a complex view of the world of apparitions and ghosts. What advice does he provide as to how to act in response to them?
2. How, according to Lavater, should those who see spirits (good or evil)
behave?
3. What behaviour is to be avoided?
4. What do you think are Lavater's main concerns in this section of his work?
5. Considering what you've read of Lavater's text so far, think about what
questions or anxieties the author is addressing in this text. Why do you think
Lavater could have been writing such a text and for what audience?
