2.8.
To what extent was early-modern astrology compatible with religious beliefs?
2.8.1   A good starting-point for this essay is Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1973), chs 10-12; also Don Cameron Allen, The Star Crossed Renaissance: The Quarrel about Astrology and its Influence in England (London: Cass, 1966) was a work before its time, so to speak, and it contains a lot for this essay.

2.8.2   One answer to this question is that astrology became part of the polemic of the reformation.  That is emphasised in C. Scott Dixon, ‘Popular Astrology and Lutheran Propaganda in Reformation Germany’, History, 84 (1999) pp. 408-418; cf Luc Racaut, ‘A Protestant or Catholic Superstition? Astrology and Eschatology during the French Wars of Religion’, in H. Parish and W.G.Naphy (eds.), Religion and Superstition in Reformation Europe (Manchester: Manchester U.P., 2002), pp. 154-169.  Another answer is that astrology became so much part of the popular print culture, especially almanacs, that it became indistinguishable from protestant providence.  Bernard Capp, Astrology and the Popular Press: English Almanacs 1500-1800 (1979) is useful here.  See also Patrick Curry, Prophecy and Power: Astrology in Early Modern England (Cambridge: Polity, 1989) and also his Pastrick Curry, 'Astrology in Early Modern England: The Making of a Vulgar Knowledge', in Science, Culture and Popular Belief in Renaissance Europe, ed. by Stephen Pumfrey, Paolo L. Rossi and Maurice Slawinski (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1991), pp. 271-91.  Alexandra Walsham, Providence in Early Modern England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), esp. ch. 1 and 4.

2.8.3  A further set of answers is achieved by looking at individuals who practised astrology, orthodox and unorthodox by turns.  Simon Forman provides an example of the relatively ‘orthodox’: see Lauren Kassell, 'How to Read Simon Forman's Casebooks: Medicine, Astrology, and Gender in Elizabethan London', Social History of Medicine, 12 (1999), 3-18 (available online through Oxford Journals via Swetswise) or her Medicine and Magic in Elizabethan London: Simon Forman, Astrologer, Alchemist, and Physician (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2005).  Equally ‘orthodox’  was Samuel Jeake in the later seventeenth century, revealed in Michael Hunter and Annabel Gregory (eds),  An astrological diary of the seventeenth century: Samuel Jeake of Rye, 1652-1699. (1988).  For the less orthodox, Sheffield does not have B. Woolley, The Queen’s Conjurer: The Science and Magic of Dr. John Dee, Adviser to Queen Elizabeth I (New York: Henry Holt and Co., 2001) but you can get the idea of Dee’s curious and radical beliefs from the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography online; or, for William Lilly in the seventeenth century, Anne Geneva, Astrology and the Seventeenth Century Mind: William Lilly and the Language of the Stars (Manchester: Manchester U.P., 1994) or (older) Derek Parker, Familiar to All: William Lilly and Astrology in the Seventeenth Century (London: Cape, 1975) – available only in the Pearce Collection of the Western Bank Library.
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