1.7.
Were the fairies of literary culture and those of folk belief the same creatures in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?

1.7.1
One place to begin is Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (Harmondsworth, 1971), ch. 19, pt. iv.  Diane Purkiss, Troublesome Things; a History of Fairies and Fairy Stories (London: Penguin, 2000) is a helpful, albeit literary, history.  Diane Purkiss, '"Old Wives" Tales Retold: The Fairy Queen in Drama and Popular Culture', in "This Double Voice": Gendered Writing in Early-Modern England, ed. by Danielle Clarke and Elizabeth Clarke (London: Macmillan, 2001) is clearly central to this essay.  An old classic from a literary specialist on the subject is K. Briggs, The Anatomy of Puck: An Examinatiaon of Fairy Beliefs among Shakespeare's Contemporaries and Successors (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1959) – although it rather assumes a synchrony between literary culture and folk belief of the kind that this question is seeking to question.  That is also the tradition of M. W. Latham, The Elizabethan Fairies: The Fairies of Folklore and the Fairies of Shakespeare (1930) [Digitized version available at  http://library.case.edu/ksl/ecoll/books/lateli00/lateli00.html] 

1.7.2
The next port of call is how, if at all, we can reconstruct folk beliefs about fairies without recourse to literary culture.  Adam Fox, Oral and Literate Culture in England 1500-1700 (2000), index s.v. ‘Fairies’; Stephen Wilson, The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and Magic in Pre-Modern Europe (2000), index s.v. ‘Fairies’; J. Harte, Explore Fairy Traditions (2004) provide some pointers.  There is a substantial literature on the survival of fairy beliefs in early-modern Scotland, but we do not have any of it in the Sheffield Library currently.  Bridget Heal, and Ole Grell, eds., The Impact of the European Reformation (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008) provides some pointers to it, and I have ordered it for the library.  E. Wilby, ‘The Witch’s Familiar and the Fairy in Early Modern England and Scotland’, Folklore 111, (2000) provides some material too which is beyond the literary.  One of the strangest and most detailed texts, which purports to explore the ‘secret commonwealth’ of the fairies was compiled by a Scottish clergyman in 1691 called Robert Kirk.  It remained unpublished until the nineteenth century – you can read it in Stewart Sanderson, ed., Robert Kirk.  The Secret Commonwealth; and, a Short Treatise of Charms and Spels (Cambridge: Folklore Society, 1976) or online at: http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/celt/sce/.  Emma Wilby, Cunning Folk and Familiar Spirits (Brighton: Sussex Academic, 2006) is absolutely on our subject, but we do not currently have a copy in the library.

1.7.3
For fairies in literary culture, we are on stronger ground.  We do not currently have a copy of Regina Buccola, Fairies, Fractious Women, and the Old Faith: Fairy Lore in Early Modern British Drama and Culture (Selinsgrove: Susquehanna University Press, 2006) in the Sheffield library but you can sample it on Google Books.  Marjorie Swann,. ‘The politics of fairylore in early modern English literature’, Renaissance Quarterly  53, (2000), 449-473 is useful.  Mary Ellen Lamb, ‘Taken by the fairies: fairy practices and the production of popular culture in A Midsummer Night's Dream,’ Shakespeare Quarterly, 51 (2000), 277-312; and see also her The Popular Culture of Shakespeare, Spenser and Johnson (2006) (index-read ‘fairies’); Matthew Woodcock, Fairy in The Faerie Queene: Renaissance Elf-Fashioning and Elizabethan Myth-Making (2004), esp ch. 1.
