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Julian’s Satirical Attacks on Others

Before you start analysing this source, make sure you know from where the extract is taken and who all the people in it are. (There is some relevant info above the extract, but you may still want to find out more details).
Some things to think about:
What is this extract ‘about’?

How can medieval historians use this source? How is it useful? 

What does it tell us? 

Maybe more interestingly, what does it not tell us?
a)  Julian, The Caesars
(tr. W.C.Wright, The Works of the Emperor Julian, vol. 2, London/Cambridge, Ma., 1913, 413)
[The Caesars is a satirical work, probably produced for the Saturnalia festival of 361, in which Julian imagines the gods inviting previous emperors – plus Alexander the Great – to a banquet, and then holding a ‘best emperor contest’, won by the second-century philosopher-emperor Marcus Aurelius.  The participants are finally instructed in turn to choose their favourite god…]

(335) … After this announcement, Alexander hastened to Heracles and Octavian to Apollo, but Marcus attached himself closely to Zeus and Kronos. Caesar wandered about for a long time and ran hither and thither, till mighty Aries and Aphrodite took pity on him and summoned him to them. Trajan hastened to Alexander and sat down near him. (336) As for Constantine, he could not discover among the gods the model of his own career, but when he caught sight of Pleasure, who was not far off, he ran to her. She received him tenderly and embraced him, then after dressing him in raiment of many colours and otherwise making him beautiful, she led him away to Incontinence. There too he found Jesus, who had taken up his abode with her and cried aloud to all comers: "He that is a seducer, he that is a murderer, he that is sacrilegious and infamous, let him approach without fear! For with this water will I wash him and will straightway make him clean. And though he should be guilty of those same sins a second time, let him but smite his breast and beat his head and I will make him clean again." To him Constantine came gladly, when he had conducted his sons forth from the assembly of the gods. But the avenging deities none the less punished both him and them for shedding of the blood of their kindred, until Zeus granted them a respite…

