HST 114 Pagans, Christians and Heretics

With Martha Riddiford: M.Riddiford@Sheffield.ac.uk


Week 3: Julian the Apostate





The only pagan emperor after Constantine was Julian the Apostate (361-3) (‘apostasy’ means abandonment of Christianity), who kept his beliefs concealed until his accession when he embarked on an aggressive programme designed to promote his favoured forms of paganism. However, these met a sudden end on his death in a battle against the Persians after only two years of rule. In this seminar we will try to establish Julian’s own religious beliefs, the motivations behind his promotion of paganism, how he attempted to undermine Christianity and how his early death affects our ability to assess his potential for success. 
Questions to consider:

1. How did Julian’s upbringing affect his outlook on life and religion?

2. What aspects of pagan worship did Julian especially admire and why?

3. What strategies did he employ to undermine Christianity?

4. What strategies did he employ to promote paganism?

5. If Julian had reigned for longer, could he have succeeded?
Suggested reading:

Primary sources on Julian: 

Lieu, S. N. C., The Emperor Julian: Panegyric and Polemic (Liverpool, 1989, 2nd ed.). Have a look at the introductions to the various passages about Julian. Homily on St. Babylas is especially helpful. 
Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae transl. J. C. Rolfe, 3 vols. (London and Cambridge, Ma., 1935-39). An abridged translation can be found in W. Hamilton, The Later Roman Empire, AD 354-378 (Harmondsworth, 1986). The relevant passages are: 15.8; 16.1-5; 16.11-12; 17.1-3; 17.8-11; 18.1-2; 20.4-5; 21.1-5; 21.8-25.4 (esp. 22.3-5; 22.7; 22.10-14; 22.23; 25.4).

Julian, Works ed. and transl. W. C. Wright, 3 vols. (London and Cambridge, Ma., 1913-23). Most useful are: Letter to a Priest; Letter to the Athenians; The Caesars (esp. for Julian’s opinion of Constantine); The Misopogon (Beard-Hater) (all in vol. 2); Letters 22, 36, 41 (all in vol. 3).

Secondary reading:

Please will everyone look at O’Donnell, J. J., ‘The Demise of Paganism’, Traditio 35, pp. 45-88. It’s also online at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/texts/demise.html

Bowersock, G. W., Julian the Apostate (Cambridge, Ma., 1978)

Browning, R., The Emperor Julian (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1976)

Cameron, A., The Later Roman Empire (London, 1993)

Cameron, A and Garnsey, P., (eds.) The Cambridge Ancient History XIII (Cambridge, 1998), chapter on ‘Julian’. 

MacMullen, R., Christianity and Paganism (New Haven, 1997), ch. 2

Once again, please consult your course handbook for additional reading. 
