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MA APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND ELT IN-SESSIONAL COURSE in ENGLISH for ACADEMIC PURPOSES

Original passage:

Crystal, D. (2008). Two thousand million? English Today, 24(1), 3-6.

It is always dangerous making predictions about languages. Who would have dared suggest, a thousand years ago, that Latin would today be of such little consequence? And the same tentativeness must apply to predictions about the future formal character of English. But let me make a couple of guesses. For example, given the difficulty that many foreign learners have in pronouncing interdental fricatives (as in thin,this) I would not be surprised to see them disappear completely within the next fifty years (they are already gone in some accents, such as Cockney and Irish). And in grammar, I can see several uncountable nouns developing a countable use – usages such as informations, for example, which are widespread in second/foreign language situations. Some people might think these ‘un-English’, but in fact informations was in English once: an information and informations can be traced back to Middle English, and are found in Chaucer, Shakespeare, Swift, and many other authors. It may only be a matter of time before they are back.

Example paraphrase:
Guessing the future status of languages is very difficult.  For example Latin’s decline over the last thousand years would not have been predicted in its heyday.  We must thus be cautious in any forecasts concerning the English language.  However, there are a couple of suggestions.  Interdental fricatives (such as thin, this) are very difficult for foreign language learners to pronounce and they are already declining in use, as seen in their absence from Cockney and Irish, therefore they may no longer be around in the next half of this century. Some uncountable nouns such as information may soon develop into countable nouns, i.e. informations, and this has already occurred in many second/foreign language contexts. While this may not seem ‘proper’ English, informations and an information were part of the English language as far back as Middle English and were used by many famous writers including Chaucer, Shakespeare and Swift.  We may soon be seeing such words return.  
