Undergraduate Dissertations Advice
Rationale / Research Context

Your dissertation should have a clear rationale behind it, if possible, explaining to the reader why you are doing what you are doing. This means that you should be able to answer the following questions in your introduction:

· Why am I doing this dissertation?

· What is significant about the approach I am taking to this?

· Is my approach similar or different to a major (or minor) critic in the field?

Conceptual Framework / Structure

In writing your dissertation, you will be using more than one text and possibly more than one author. You should be able to think about the following questions and answer them, in both your introduction and as something that informs the structure of your dissertation:

· Why have I selected the texts I have? What similar themes do they have? What similar structures or devices do they have?

· What concepts/ideas/periods link the texts together and am I comparing texts from the same time (synchronic) or over time (diachronic)?

· Why have I structured my dissertation in this way? What kind of analysis does it enable me to perform? Is there anything I cannot say as a result of the structure or topic of the dissertation? (That is, can I make generalisations if I only deal with one author? can I talk about different periods if I focus on one period? if I “compare and contrast” between authors, does my structure affect the comparison in any way?)
General and Specific Analysis

All scholarly work needs to perform both specific and general analysis and you should move between these two modes throughout. If you have just spent time unpicking the minutiae of a particular passage of the text, consider whether you can now make general statements about the text from this. Equally, if you have spent time discussing the broad overview of a concept or theme, can you now isolate specific textual examples in order to make your point. Ask yourself:
· Have I shown both general and specific awareness of the themes, topics, or concepts I discuss?

· Have I placed specific issues in a broader context (to show what an author or text does in relation to others)? Have I made general points about an issue or topic (have I shown that from a specific analysis what general points can be made)?

Conclusions / A “Point”

Dissertations need to come to a close, and this conclusion should not “jar” the reader. You should be setting up your conclusions from the very beginning of the dissertation (this often only happens at the editing stage, so don’t worry about it too much yet). Ask yourself:
· What are the conclusions of my dissertation?
· Does the body of my dissertation lead to the conclusion and does the conclusion logically follow from what I have written?
