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Worksheets: Clips from Tristana
Opening scenes:

What impression does the setting convey? (NB. the effect of the Church bells)

What effect does the characters’ dress convey?

Why does Buñuel introduce the deaf mutes at the beginning? (Can you think of possible themes they might express?)

The café scene

What is the function of this scene?

Tristana & Don Lope

What effect do the characters convey as a couple? What theme(s) might this scene highlight? 

Does this scene link, in any way, to the café scene?

Convent scene

Does this scene symbolise Spain? If so, how?

Stray dog scene

Does this scene have a symbolic function in the film? How does it relate to Tristana?

The Bell scene

What is the function of this scene? What is its relation to Tristana?

Tristana & the religious statue

What does this scene communicate about Tristana?

Don Lope at the clergy

What impression does this scene convey of the clergy?

Buñuel’s characters vs. Galdós’s characters

Is the relationship between Tristana and Horacio more prominent in the novel or the film?

Is the relationship between Tristana and Don Lope more prominent in the novel or the film?

Compare the role of Saturno in the novel and the film.

Compare the role of Tristana in the novel and the film.

Compare the role of Don Lope in the novel and the film.
