The Narrative

Ref: Narratology (2002) Mieke Bal

Narrative: a story told in a particular medium, e.g. language, imagery or sound.

Story: an event (fabula) told/presented in a particular way.  

Event: a transition from one state to another.

Fabula:  a series of events (logically/chronologically) done or experienced by actors.

so
STORY 

events in a given sequence

FABULA 

a series of events

NARRATIVE 

something that is told in many forms (text/visuals etc.)

=

THE NARRATIVE 

this must include: 

Culture and behaviour

Timing

Place

=

Elements of a fabula
=

A STORY!
(the events are organised by the writer to give the desired effect)

to be:
convincing

moving

disgusting

arty (aesthetic)

funny

(see genres handout)

=

ASPECTS (of a story)
ASPECTS

· The events are arranged in a sequence which can differ from the chronological sequence.
· The amount of time which is allotted in the story to the various elements of the fabula is determined with respect to the amount of time which these elements take up in the fabula.
· The actors are provided with distinct traits.  In this manner, they are individualised and transformed into characters.

· The locations where events occur are also given distinct characteristics and are thus transformed into specific places.

· In addition to the necessary relationships among actors, events, locations, and time, all of which were already describable in the layer of the fabula, other relationships (symbolic, allusive, traditional, etc.) may exist among the various elements.

· A choice is made from among the various ‘points of view’ from which the elements can be presented.  The resulting focalisation, the relation between ‘who perceives’ and what is perceived, ‘colours’ the story with subjectivity.

The fabula that has been ordered into a story is still not a text.  A narrative text is a story that is ‘told’ in a medium, that is, it is converted into signs. These signs are produced by an agent who utters the signs – the narrator.

Narrative text is “a text in which a narrative agent tells a story.” (Bal, 2002:16)

3 characteristics are found:

1. the speaker

2. the text + story + fabula

3. contents presented by actors in a particular way

The narrator is the person with the point of view (POV).
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