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Sociolinguistics


Workshop: Ethics and the Observer’s Paradox
Part 1:
Imagine that you are studying an adventure playground in your home town, where children hang out whilst playing truant from school (cf. Cheshire 1982).
What methods would have been used to investigate the playground? You should think about the following:
1. How would a sample have been obtained?

2. What did the sample look like (e.g. social breakdown and numbers)?

3. What variables could be looked at (other than nonstandard were)?

4. How would the data have been collected?

5. How would the observer’s paradox have been overcome?

Part 2:
Go to your University’s ethics webpage.
Here you should be able to download and read basic information about the University’s ethics review system. You should explore this page thoroughly. You will most likely find guidelines on various issues such as safety and well-being, consent, and anonymity, confidentiality and data protection.
Read these and consider the following:

Taking the research scenario in Part 1, what issues arise from this research with regard to:

· Safety and well being (of the research subjects and of the researchers)?
· Informed consent?
· Anonymity, confidentiality and data protection?
How would you deal with these issues?

Does the principle of ‘informed consent’ create problems for the researcher with regard to the ‘observer’s paradox’? If so, how might these be solved?

