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In the previous class ask the students to each search for an example of a censored book from the EM period from their further reading – I want them to be able to briefly describe;

1. What the book was about?

2. Who wrote it?  

3. Why was it censored?

State that you will be asking them each in turn to tell me about their findings.

Core Reading:
Either: 
Robert Darnton, ‘A Police Inspector sorts his files: the Anatomy of the Republic of Letters’, in his The Great Cat Massacre (1984).  An earlier version is ‘Policing Writers in Paris circa 1750’, Representations, No.5 (1981_, pp.1-31 [JSTOR]
Or
Blair Worden, ‘Literary and Political Censorship in early modern England’, in  A. C. Duke and C. A.Tamse, (eds), Too Mighty to be Free: Censorship and the Press in Britain and the Netherlands (Anglo-Dutch Conference, 1987), 1987, ch. 3, pp. 45-62 [regular offprint]
Theme Questions: How did people’s expectations of the role of the state change in the early modern period? How might this impact on their broader beliefs and understandings about the world?

1. Censored books

Go round the class and ask them what censored book they discovered.

· who wrote it?

· What was it called?

· Why was it censored?

E.G. Brauch de Spinoza, Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (A Theological Poltical Treatise) 1670. 
A Dutch philosopher of Portegese Jewish origin.  Spinoza became known in the Jewish community for positions contrary to Jewish belief, with critical positions towards the Talmud and other religious texts. In the summer of 1656, he was issued the writ of cherem (Hebrew: חרם, similar to excommunication) from the Jewish community, perhaps for the apostasy of how he conceived God, although the reason is not stated in the cherem.  The Tractatus Theologicao-Politicus was an early criticism of religious intolerance and a defense of secular government; and was banned for that reason.
Ask someone to sum up the two core articles.

Questions;

1. Why were books censored?

2. What did censors attempt?

3. How effective were the means at their disposal?

4. What kinds of people worked as censors, and how conscientiously did they carry out their tasks?
Discuss the theme question in more detail.
