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Matthew Phillpott


Core Reading: S. D. Amussen, An Ordered Society Gender and Class in Early Modern England (Oxford, 1988), ch. 2. [ebook]

Theme Question: How did rituals embody ideas about political relationships in the early modern period, and what was the extent of popular participation in them? How does this compare to the ‘rational’ politics of the modern age?
1. Hierarchy

· On the whiteboard ask students to create two hierarchy tables: one on household and one on Government.

Husband/Father/master

King/Queen

Wife/Mother/Mistress


Parliament

Children



Middle Class


Servents



Working class

2. What was the perceived relationship between family and the state in EM Europe?

· Why was this parallel made? – social order for both households (local) and government (state).  Also allowed ordinary people a way into understanding politics. 

· Importance of manuels to describe these parallels – what influnce did these have?

· Ideals vs. Reality?

· 1) How was it ordered?  2) How ought it be ordered?  3) How ere the various communities which made up English society connected to each other?  4) What images could be used to explain these ideas?

· Another parallel – God – man.

· Ruler – subject

· Father – child – education, 

· Husband – wife – complex – both ruled the household but in theory wife was under husband.

· Master – servant – education, keep from idleness, pay regularly and adequately.

3. What restraints were there on the conduct of patriarchal rulers?

· Problem of tyrants on the throne and as head of household?

· What freedom did the wife have from her husband?

· What freedoms did servants have?

· Limitations imposed from neighbours and local community.

4. Challenges to this model
· Question of marriage in relation to patriarchal systems arised. – marriage voluntary, alliance to government was not.

· Challenge by this question: Q. If there was an original contract between King and people, what were its terms?  Under what conditions could it be broken, and by whom?  The Civil war brought up such questions – how did this change their view on these instititutions?

· Is the family unit a natural instutituion?  Is government? – absolutist impliacations.  
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