HST3103/4 - Seminar 20: The Witch-Craze in Lancashire
Seminar Aims:
This seminar and its sequel explore the rich documentation on witchcraft trials surviving for two English regions: Lancashire and Essex.  They have both been subjected to considerable historical analysis already; and acquired a degree of public exposure too.  So the aims of this seminar are to test various scholarly assumptions about the origins and process of witchcraft accusations against the regional evidence.

Questions:
1.  What is the social profile of the victims?  What does the evidence tell us about how they become victims?

2.  Can we read anything into the regional specificity of the Lancashire trials?

3.  To what extent can this trial evidence be used for evidence about popular’ beliefs in rural Lancashire at this period?

4.  What can we determine about the role of the justices in the pursuit of witchcraft in Lancashire?

Primary Text:
Thomas Potts, The wonderfull Discoverie of witches in the countie of Lancaster(1613)

Secondary Reading:

There is an extensive popular literature on the ‘Pendle witches’ and a commercial website (http://www.pendlewitches.co.uk/) which provides a good insight into how

historical sources become ‘packaged’ for the general public.  There is also a rather carefully-written Wiki entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pendle_witch_trials).

Robert Poole, ed., The Lancashire Witches: Histories and Stories (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2003) contains a rich collection of articles for us - read one of the following: James Sharpe on the political context; Stephen Pumfrey on James I's Daemonologie and the Wonderfull Discoverie of Witches; Marion Gibson on ‘Thomas Potts's “Dusty Memory”: Reconstructing Justice in the Wonderfull Discoverie of Witches’; Jonathan Lumby on 'Those to Whom Evil is Done': Family Dynamics in the Pendle Witch Trials’; John Swain on ‘Witchcraft, Economy and Society in the Forest of Pendle’; Michael Mullett on ‘The Reformation in the Parish of Whalley’; Kirsteen Macpherson Bardell on ‘Beyond Pendle: The 'Lost' Lancashire Witches’.

Edgar Peel, and Pat Southern, The Trials of the Lancashire Witches: A Study of Seventeenth-Century Witchcraft. 3rd edn (Nelson: Hendon, 1985).

John T. Swain, 'The Lancashire Witch Trials of 1612 and 1634 and the Economics of Witchcraft', Northern History, 30 (1994), 64-85.

