HST3103/4 – WEEK 4, SEMINAR 7: The Protestant Way of Dying

Seminar Aims:
In this seminar we will be getting to grips with exactly what funeral practice in the early modern period looked like and what rituals and ceremonies (both formal and informal) surrounded it. By examining primary source accounts of funeral practices, we will consider the important aspects and beliefs surrounding death rituals and burial of the dead.
Questions to consider:
What informal rituals characterised death and burial in this period?

Think about changes in these rituals and why these changes were caused. What do such changes suggest about social and political culture at these times of change?

We’ve talked already about the commodification of salvation through buying out time in purgatory as seen in the evidence of wills, how does this commodification  manifest itself in death and burial rituals themselves?

The commercialization of death and burial?

How did plague and poverty affect the ceremonies and rituals of death and burial?
Core Reading: 
‘The Ordre for the burial of the dead’ from The Book of Common Prayer (1549)
F. Tate, ‘Of the Antiquity, Variety, and Ceremonies of Funerals in England’ (1600) in 
T.Hearne, ed., A Collection of Curious Discourses written by Eminent Antiquaries upon Several Heads in our English Antiquities (London, 1771), pp. 215-221
‘Concerning Buriall of the Dead’ from A Directory for the Publique Worship of God, Throughout the three Kingdoms (London, 1645), p. 35
‘The Common Funeral’ from H. Misson, Memoirs and Observations in his Travels over England (1719), reprinted in Julian Litten, The English Way of Death; the common funeral since 1450 (London, 1991), pp. 143-6

Ralph Houlbrooke’s chapters on ‘Funerals’ and ‘Last Rites and the Craft of Dying’ in Ralph Houlbrooke, Death, Religion and the Family in England, 1480-1750 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998), pp. 255-294 and 147-182 respectively will be particularly helpful things to read, so try and get hold of them.
Further Reading: 

Becker, Lucinda M., Death and the Early modern Englishwoman (Ashgate, 2003)
Broce, Gerald and Wunderli, Richard M. Wunderli, ‘The Funeral of Henry Percy, Sixth Earl of Northumberland’, Albion, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Summer, 1990), pp. 199-215 (AVAILABLE ON JSTOR)
Cressy, D., ‘Death and the Social Order: The Funerary Preferences of Elizabethan Gentlemen’, Continuity and Change, vol. 5 (1989), pp. 99-119

Cross, M.C., ‘The third Earl of Huntingdon’s Death-Bed: A Calvinist Example of the Ars Moriendi’ Northern History 21 (1985).

Houlbrooke, R., ‘The Puritan death-bed, c.1560-1660’, in C. Durston and J. Eales, The Culture of English Puritanism 1560-1700 (London, 1996).

Houlbrooke, R., ‘ “Public” and “private” in the funerals of the Later Stuart Gentry: Some Somerset Examples’, Mortality, vol. 1 (1996), pp. 163-76


Lamb, M. E., ‘The Countess of Pembroke and the Art of Dying’, in Rose, M. B. (ed.), Women in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance (Syracuse, 1986)
Mortimer, I., ‘The Triumph of the Doctors: Medical assistance to the Dying, c.1570-1720’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society 15 (2006).

Naphy, W., and Spicer, A., The Black Death: A History of Plagues 1345-1730 (Stroud, 2001).

Slack, P. The impact of plague in Tudor and Stuart England (London, 1985).

Spicer, Andrew, ‘Rest of their bones’: fear of death and Reformed burial practices’ in Fear in Early Modern Society, eds. William G. Naphy and Penny Roberts (Manchester and New York, 1997), pp. 167-183

Tankard, D., ‘Defining Death in Early Tudor England’, Cultural and Social History 3 (2006)

Trexler, R. C., ‘Death and the Life of Society’, in Public Life in Renaissance Florence (London, 1980).

Wilson, F. P., The Plague in Shakespeare’s London (Oxford, 1999). 

Woolf, R., 'Lyrics on Death', in The English Religious Lyric in the Middle Ages (Oxford, 1968).

Yvard, C., ‘Death Illuminated: Representation of Mortality in Books of Hours’, Irish Arts Review 18 (2002).

