2.6.
‘The Gospel hath chased away walking spirits’ (Archbishop Sandys 1585). Assess the impact of the protestant reformation on ghost beliefs

2.6.1  You will find almost all the relevant reading for this already highlighted in the reading for Seminar 1.1.  A good place to start is Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1973), ch. 19.  Ronald Finucane, Appearances of the Dead: A Cultural History of Ghosts (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books, 1982) then becomes a good next port of call.  Thereafter, Peter Marshall, Beliefs and the Dead in Reformation England (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 2002), ch. 6 will be familiar terrain after the seminar, as well his ‘Deceptive Appearances: Ghosts and Reformers in Elizabethan and Jacobean England’, in Helen Parish and W.G. Naphy (eds), Religion and Superstition in Reformation Europe (Manchester: Manchester U.P., 2002), pp. 188-208.  You have a copy of Peter Marshall, Mother Leakey and the Bishop: A Ghost Story (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 2007) by the bedside.  We do not currently have in the university, and nor have I read, two recently-published trade books generally on the subject: Owen Davies, The Haunted: A Cultural History of Ghosts (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2006) and P.G. Maxwell-Stuart, Ghosts: A History of Phantoms, Ghouls, and Other Spirits of the Dead (London: Trafalgar Square, 2006).  At the time of the seminar, we did not have John Newton (ed), Early Modern Ghosts (Durham: Centre for Seventeenth-Century Studies, 2002) in Sheffield.  It is now in place, and contains excellent essays by Marshall, Lewis, Bath, and Newton.
2.6.2  Something depends on the role of ghosts in the period before the reformation.  The general works above give you something of a view on this, but you can amplify it through looking at R. A. Bowyer, ‘The Role of the Ghost Story in Medieval Christianity’, in H. R. E. Davidson and W. M. S. Russell (eds), The Folkore of Ghosts (1981); Nancy Caciola, 'Wraiths, Revenants and Ritual in Medieval Culture', Past and Present, 152 (1996), 3-45 (available online through Oxford Journals Online); also her ‘Spirits Seeking Bodies: Death, Possession and Communal Memory in the Middle Ages’, in Bruce Gordon and Peter Marshall (eds), The Place of the Dead (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 2002); D. Oldridge, Strange histories : the trial of the pig, the walking dead, and other matters of fact from the medieval and Renaissance worlds (London, 2005), ch. 4.  Unfortunately we do not have a copy of Jean-Claude Schmidt, Ghosts in the Middle Ages (Chicago: Chicago U.P., 1998) in Sheffield – a translation of the most authoritative work on the subject.  You will find reviews online which will give you a general idea of what it says.

2.6.3  Ghosts survived the reformation because witches and demonic possession prospered.  The existence of the one fostered the other.  This was despite the cross-confessional polemic (which Sandys was reflecting) in which protestants wanted to claim that they had put blue water between themselves and catholics on the issue.  This is evident in the text of Ludwig Lavater, Of Ghosts and Spirits Walking by Nyght 1572 (Oxford: Oxford U.P., 1929), including a rather dated introduction by M. Yardley on ‘The Catholic Position in the Ghost Controversy of the Sixteenth Century’.  You will get more by simply reading Lavater’s text for answering this question, than by reading anything else – if you can’t get hold of this edition, it is available, of course, through EEBO.  Then turn to the article literature.  G. Bennett, 'Ghost and Witch in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries', Folklore, 96 (1986), 3-14 is available online through JSTOR.  Ronald Hutton, 'The English Reformation and the Evidence of Folklore', Past and Present, 148 (1995), 89-116 is also available online (from Oxford Journals Online) and contains some ghost material and some other ideas.  Laura Gowing, 'The Haunting of Susan Lay: Servants and Mistresses in Seventeenth-Century England', Gender and History, 14 (2002), 183-201 is a revealing case-study.

2.6.4  Ghosts survived on stage, too – and that may call for particular explanation (a divergence between the ‘real’ world and the ‘mental universe’ explored on stage), explored in varying degree in all the following: Stephen Greenblatt, Hamlet in Purgatory (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001); K. Briggs, The Anatomy of Puck (1959), ch. 9; J. Dover Wilson, What Happens in Hamlet (1951), ch. 3; M. Joseph, ‘Discerning the Ghost in Hamlet’, Publications of the Modern Language Association of America (1961); Robert Hunter West, The Invisible World.  A Study of Pneumatology on the Elizabethan Stage (Athens, Georgia: Georgia University Press, 1939).

2.6.5  Our seminar series has emphasised that ghosts, far from fading away after the reformation, staged a recovery in the later seventeenth century.  You cam pursue that through S. Handley, 'Reclaiming Ghosts in 1690s England', in Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine Power in the Life of the Church, ed. by J. Gregory and K. Cooper (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2005); also Michael Hunter, 'New Light on The "Drummer of Tedworth".  Conflicting Narratives of Witchcraft in Restoration England', Historical Research, 78 (2005), 311-53.
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