Analysing a film clip

Where does the scene occur in the film?  

 

Are any of the major themes of the film illustrated in this scene, and how is this done (refer to characters, dialogue, action, setting, mise-en-scene - or how objects and characters are placed and moved in the setting - symbolism, use of the set, camerawork and angles, colour, sound)?  

 

What developments take place in the scene, and how do they fit into the rest of the film?

 

How are characters illustrated in the scene, and how does this relate to the rest of the film?

 

Can you make any interesting statements about director's art - camerawork, set, mise-en-scene, editing or lack of it, etc-or any 'tricks' which simply give pleasure to director and audience) .

 

Does this scene, or the developments within it, have any symbolic or metaphorical (ie deeper) meaning? How is this conveyed, and what might it be?  Does the scene (in the context of the film) have anything to say about the contemporary USA, or the history of the West in general?

 

Is there any theory which might be helpful in discussing this scene (anything you know, or have a look on the site)?

 

Is there any way in which this scene is representative of the director's work, or maybe of the actors'?

 

Can you make any constructive comments about costume, makeup, props, lighting, music and sound (diagetic or non-diagetic- ie from inside or outside the frame)?

 

Narrative - where does the clip fit into the story/plot (these may not be the same thing; the story may not have the same time frame, the same sequence or the same content as the plot of the film - it may include knowledge that comes from outside the plot of the film itself)?

Actor/s - performance, use of body, representation of body/ies, appearance

Choreography - use of space and time (some of the above is included in this)

Camera technique – does this affect how you view or feel about/react to characters, places or settings (eg low angle makes things/people look big and powerful, high angle makes them small and less powerful than the viewer). Is the camera acting as someone’s eyes...ie giving a pov (point of view) shot?  Why?  Are there any special effects such as panning (from side to side)?  
Mise-en-scène (what’s in the frame, including background, and how it’s placed, moved around etc) – this includes costume and props, scenery, actors.  
Music – diagetic and non-diagetic...are there ‘themes’ for places or characters, incidental music, orchestra or smaller musical group, single instrument, ‘natural’ sounds used musically?  Does music complement or clash with dialogue, mise-en-scène etc.?  Is it a particular type of music, to give a specific effect, or does it relate to particular genres? 
Dialogue – is there a little, or a lot, of speaking?  Is the dialogue sparse, structured or free?  What speech registers are being used, when and why?  By whom?
Special effects ?

Editing – is this fast, slow...when does it change?  What kind of transformations are there between scenes or sequences – or is there a black screen?  Why is this?
Intertextual references (genre, other films, books, persona [actors/stars], anything outside the film itself, including social references)

Other conditions - especially financial/facilities

Expectation/desire - what do we expect or want to happen, and how is this handled?

Message/meaning - what is given and what do we supply ourselves?  Different for different audiences?  Every film has several ‘lives’...when it is ‘resurrected’ after its initial theatrical screening.  Is it different at different times, different audiences, different media (on tv, on the iPod, etc).
