Approaches to Teaching and Learning


Two Lessons

	Task

Read through these two lessons and decide:  

which aspects of which lessons feature CLT characteristics
which classroom you would prefer to be in and why.


Lesson 1

The teacher arrives in the classroom.  The students are sitting in rows.  The teacher announces the subject of the lesson – ‘the present perfect passive’.  She writes it on the board.  The students copy it down.  The teacher writes up an example of the present perfect passive and the same sentence in the present perfect active. She asks students about the differences in the two sentences and then explains these in detail.  She hands out a worksheet for students to convert active sentences to passive sentences.  She goes round the class as they do so, pointing out mistakes and praising good work.  Students then give their answers and these are written up on the board.  Students check their work.  Teacher asks students to open books at page 24 and then fill in the gaps in the text with the correct form, either active or passive.  Teacher sets homework: To write five sentences in the present perfect passive.

Lesson 2

The teacher arrives in the classroom late and dishevelled.  She tells the students a ‘sob story’ about why she is late, which contains a number of sentences using the present perfect passive.  Students laugh and make sympathetic noises as appropriate. When she has finished her story, the teacher asks the students to recall the story.  As they do so, she writes the story up on the board.  She then highlights sentences in the present perfect passive and asks the students what the sentences mean and why they are written in that way.  
The teacher then hands out another story cut into different sections, again containing examples of the present perfect passive.  Students, in groups, put the story into the correct order and then check words they don’t understand in the dictionary.  They then each choose a section of the story to retell and do so without looking at the text.  The teacher monitors and writes down correct and incorrect versions of the present perfect passive.  These she writes on the board, and when the students have finished, she asks why the sentences are correct or incorrect and how to correct the incorrect ones.
Teacher then sets homework: to write a sob story including at least one example (and no more than three) of the present perfect passive.
	Task  2

How would you characterise the learning cultures of each of these classrooms.  Make lists:

Classroom 1:                                                        Classroom 2:




