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Seminar 10: Seminar: Making Peace
The theme of this seminar is not so much the negotiation of peace but the 'making' of it in the sense of making it work 'on the ground'. This depends a good deal on the edicts of pacification themselves and how they were implemented. The documentation for each of the questions depends on knowing what the edicts of pacification tried to do. You will need to have read through the following before this seminar: 'The Edict of Amboise, 19 March 1563' - Potter, Docs, No. 13, pp 82-4; The Peace of Longjumeau, 23 March 1568' - Ibid., No. 6 (pp. 105-6); The Edict of Saint-Germain, August 1570' - Ibid., No. 20 (pp. 118-9); The Edict of Nantes is not in Potter, but can be found by following the link here. It can be placed in context, however, by looking at the documents in the epilogue to Potter, pp. 242-251, reading through the reactions to Henri IV's abjuration from protestants, protestant responses, their demands at the assembly of Sainte-Foy, and then finally the king' masterly admonition to the presidents of the Parlement of Paris in January 1599 to force through the registration of the edict upon a reluctant magistracy. The kinds of questions that we shall have in our minds are the following: 

1. Did the edicts give French protestants what they wanted? 

2. Were France's magistrates and lawyers supportive of the edicts of pacification? 

3. What sort of opposition occurred to the local implementation of the edicts of pacification? 

4. Could 'law' bring about 'coexistence'? Examine the experience of the 'Commissioners for the Edict' and the 'Chambers of the Edict' in the later edicts of pacification. 

Selected Additional Readings for the seminar: 

1. Penny Roberts, 'The most crucial battle of the Wars of Religion? The conflict over sites of Reformed worship in sixteenth-century France', Archiv für Reformationsgeschichte, 89 (1998), pp. 292-311. [AC] 

2. Olivier Christin, 'From Repression to Toleration: French Royal Policy in the Face of Protestantism' in Reformation, Revolt and Civil War in France and the Netherlands, 1555-1585 (Amsterdam, 1999), pp. 201-214. [MC] 

3. N.M. Sutherland, The Huguenot Struggle for Recognition (New Haven and London: Yale U.P., 1980). 

4. Raymond A. Mentzer, "The Edict of Nantes and its institutions." In Society and Culture in the Huguenot World, ed. by Raymond A. Mentzer and Andrew Spicer (Cambridge: 2002), pp. 98-116. 

5. Nancy Lyman Roelker, One King, One Faith. The Parlement of Paris and the Religious Reformations of the Sixteenth Century (pp. 287-298 [on the Parlement’s reactions to peace]). 

6. Mark Greengrass, France in the age of Henri IV: the struggle for stability. 2nd edition ed. (London: Longman, 1995). 

7. Penny Roberts, "Huguenot petitioning during the wars of religion." In Society and Culture in the Huguenot World, ed. by Raymond A. Mentzer and Andrew Spicer (Cambridge, 2002), pp. 62-77. 

8. Penny Roberts, "Religious Pluralism in Practice: The Enforcement of the Edicts of Pacification." In The Adventure of Religious Pluralism in Early-Modern France, ed. by Keith Cameron, Mark Greengrass and Penny Roberts (Bern: Peter Lang, 2000), pp. 31-43. 

9. Daniel Hickey, "Enforcing the Edict of Nantes: The 1599 Commissions and Local Elites in Daujphiné and Poitou-Aunis." In The Adventure of Religious Pluralism in Early-Modern France, ed. by Keith Cameron, Mark Greengrass and Penny Roberts (Bern, 65-83), pp. 65-83. 

10. Philip Benedict, "Un Roi, une loi, deux fois: Parameters for the History of Catholic-Reformed co-existence in France, 1555-1685." In Tolerance and Intolerance in the European Reformation, ed. by Ole Peter Grell and Bob Scribner (Cambridge, 1996), pp. 65-93 - item not in ML; ordered as a matter of urgency. 

11. Diane C. Margolf, "Adjudicating Memory; Law and Religious Difference in Early Seventeenth-Century France" Sixteenth Century Journal 27, no. 3 (1996), pp. 399-418. 



