Seminar 2-3: The Dangers of ‘Sadduceeism’ and the Defence of Witchcraft

Seminar Aims
In this seminar, we return to a text that we have already examined before – Joseph Glanvill’s Saducismus Triumphatus. This time, however, we are examining what it has to say about witches, rather than ghosts. A major part of the treatise was ‘Some consideratios about Witchcraft. In a letter to Robert Hunt Esq.’ It is hardly a letter – it runs to over 100 printed pages – But, in it, Glanvil sought to provide a ‘reasonable’ justification of the existence and power of witchcraft in the world. We shall only consider the first 12 chapters of the work – although there is plenty of rich and interesting material later on as well. But it will be an opportunity to examine how someone like Glanvill struggles to marshal the evidence and arguments in favour of his case. 

We shall all look at the following text:-

Joseph Glanvill, Saducismus Triumphatus [‘Some Considerations about Witchcraft….’] pp. 1-48 [some of this is available in Googlebooks]. 

Additional Reading: 

Ian Bostridge, Witchcraft and Its Transformations, C. 1650-1750 (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1997), ch. 3 (‘Witchcraft Restored’) – part of this is available in Googlebooks, but a middle section is missing….
Stuart Clark, Thinking with Demons. The Idea of Witchcraft in Early-Modern Europe (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1997), ch.19 (‘Witchcraft and the Scientific Revolution’).

