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The purpose of the group presentations is to have students learn to work cooperatively on a project together, share ideas and research, and strategize over the most effective way to present the final data. This can be trying when you are faced with others who have different standards, personalities, motivations, and work habits. After university, however, most of you will find yourselves having to tackle group projects in one context or another, so this experience will prove to be valuable. 


‘What is It?’ develops a number of skills. It helps you understand that all archaeological data is ‘mute’ until placed into an interpretive context, which cannot always be proven to be definitive. It sharpens problem-solving skills, deductive skills, critical skills, and research skills. It will allow you to learn first-hand about the benefits and limitations of comparative ethnographic study. 

GROUP COMPOSITION

Each group will be randomly assigned by Dr. Edelman.  

PRESENTATION DATES

There will be 5 or 6 presentations.  The dates will be drawn randomly out of a hat.  There will be at least two weeks before the first presentation, which will allow adequate time for preparation. Experience has taught me that the groups that have the most time procrastinate and do not spend any more time on their work than those who go first. The first presentation will take place at the beginning of the fourth class session. 

TIME LIMITS

 Each group will have 12 minutes in which to make their presentation.  Penalties will be assessed for exceeding the time limit.  Each group is responsible for setting up the Powerpoint equipment before class begins (you should remind Mrs. Fogg  the day before so all batteries can be charged) and testing all connections to make sure the programme will run as planned.  

FEEDBACK

The entire class will provide anonymous feedback on the presentation, and each group member will also be asked to submit a confidential evaluation of the group’s work. This will provide an opportunity for slackers to be identified by their fellow team members, as well as outstanding hard-workers.  Dr. Edelman will do a separate evaluation of the presentation.  

MARKING

 In most cases, all members of the group will receive the same mark, but exceptions will be made on the basis of the information provided by the internal group evaluations, if warranted. I would propose that the final group mark be determined on the following weight percentages: the mean of the class evaluations: 50%; Dr. Edelman’s assessment: 50%. We will discuss this in class, however, and agree to a final weighting scheme then. 

FORMAT OF THE PRESENTATIONS

A. The following points are to be included in the 12-minute presentation:

1. Initial impressions about what the purpose of the object might have been and what triggered those ideas

2. Information about the context in which the object was found

3. A suggested identification of the object and its use, including what context clues would support such an identification and any ethnographic parallels that can shed light on methods of use. 

4. A bibliography of works consulted 

The group is free to determine what would be the best order in which to present these four points and how to orchestrate the presentation

B. The presentation must incorporate Powerpoint slides. It is expected that all students will contribute to this part of the exercise and that one member of the group will not be shouldered with the responsibility.  Learning to use Powerpoint is an important transferable skill that can be put on your future CV.  The group should decide what sort of information should be included on the slides and how they can be used most effectively in the final presentation. Too much information is as problematic as too little. 

C. The presentation is intended to be an oral speech. Presenters should not read from a prepared script but should speak extemporaneously, using a few notes at most. If you are very familiar with your subject matter, this is not hard to do, as long as you can overcome nerves.  You also should not merely read aloud what is written on Powerpoint slides; this is boring and does not supplement the written information with additional important data. 

D. Handouts are not expected; the Powerpoint slides should include all necessary information and illustrations needed to convey your points effectively.

REQUIRED  PAPERWORK FOR FINAL ASSESSMENT

On the day of the presentation, the group is to hand in to Dr. Edelman a diary of the meetings the group held to prepare for the presentation and the tasks assigned to various group members.  In addition, a hard copy of the bibliography of works consulted is to be submitted.  Each member of the group is to have completed an internal group evaluation form and is to submit it along with the diary and bibliography. These can be placed in sealed envelopes to maintain their confidentiality. 

