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Learning Unit 3 – Library Resources

Reading Material 


When it comes to gathering information for an essay, the library will be your first port of call. With the widespread use of computers and the internet at universities, finding relevant critical material has been considerably simplified. You can access the library catalogue from any off-campus computer that is connected to the internet. 

The library’s website has essentially become a research tool in itself. It provides access to numerous online journals and extensive databases, past exam questions, reading lists for specific modules, and even study skills tutorials. Moreover, you can renew your books, request books that are out and keep track of due dates on all the books you have borrowed. 

To get the most out of the library, you will need to familiarize yourself with the search system of the library catalogue. You will find a link to the library’s catalogue tutorial in the web resources folder for this learning unit.

Rather than seeing it as a mere repository of books, you should approach the library as a gateway to various resources. Apart from the primary texts, monographs and edited collections, the library also provides access to numerous bound and unbound journals, periodicals and general reference works. To a much greater extent than in previous work you have done, you will be expected to have an understanding of a range of published material relating to the area you are studying.

Learning Outcomes

Having read the material and completed the assignments you should have:

· gained a sense of the range of research material available from the library

· familiarized yourself with the library catalogue

· familiarized yourself with the layout of the library

Library Resources - Assignment 3 (for both Literature AND Language and/or Linguistics Students)

Provide a one sentence definition for each of the following types of material, indicating how they might be used in writing an essay:
1. Primary texts (mainly literary)
2. Monographs (single-authored books)
3. Edited collections of essays (multi-authored)
4. Journals/Periodicals
5. Reference Works
Library Resources - Assignment 4A (for Literature Students)
1. Go to the Robinson Library and look up the following in the catalogue, noting the shelfmarks but not taking the books out: 

· Benson, Larry D., ed. The Riverside Chaucer. 3rd edn. Oxford University Press, 1998.

· Cooper, Helen. The Canterbury Tales. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989.

· Allen, Valerie & Ares Axiotis, eds. Chaucer. New Casebooks. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1997.

· A book of criticism on Chaucer’s Wife of Bath’s Tale (by typing in ‘Wife of Bath’)

· A recent volume of the Chaucer Review
2. Find the books on the shelves but please do not take them out. By looking at the books and journal(s), find out:

· What is the difference between the books by Cooper and Allen & Axiotis?
· (Very briefly) what kind of approaches are taken in the Allen & Axiotis book?
· Who is the editor on the book on the Wife of Bath?
· From one volume of the Chaucer Review, note the title, author and page numbers of an article that you think sounds interesting. 

Library Resources - Assignment 4B (for Language and/or Linguistics Students)


1. Go to the Robinson Library and look up the following in the catalogue, noting the shelfmarks but not taking the books out: 

· Aitchinson, J. 1998. The Articulate Mammal: An Introduction to Psycholinguistics. 4th edn. Routledge. New York.

· Fromkin, V., R. Rodman & N. Hyams. 2003. An Introduction to Language. 7th edn. Heinle & Thomson. London.

· Lyons, J. 1991. Chomsky. 3rd edn. Fontana Press. London.

· Radford, A. 1997. Syntax: A Minimalist Introduction. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge. 

· Friedemann, M.-A. & L. Rizzi (eds). 1999. The Acquisition of Syntax: Studies in Comparative Developmental Linguistics. Longman. London.

2. Note the shelfmark of a journal dealing with some aspect of linguistics.

3. Find the books on the shelves but please do not take them out. By looking at the books and journal(s), find out:

· What is the difference between the books by Radford and Friedemann & Rizzi?

· Who wrote the chapter ‘Remarks on Null Subjects’ in Friedemann & Rizzi?

· From a linguistic journal choose an article and note its title, author and page number(s).
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