Short Story (gathering ideas) Exercise: what are you really interested in?

1. Write down 3 common nouns, and 3 abstract nouns (emotions).  Then make a list of associated words/phrases to go with each of your 6 words.

Example:

Guitar: acoustic, electric, strings, riffs, Chuck Berry’s blues guitar riffs, Jimmy Hendrix playing with his teeth, Eric Clapton, Pink Floyd lulling me into a state of bliss

Whales: killer, minke, Iceland, Australia, hunters, whalesong: Kate Bush, that clip from David Attenborough’s Killer Whales catching and playing with seals on the beach.

Piano: Eric Satie, haunting, sadness, moving, blues, jazz, Jools Holland and his jazzy tunes, scene in the film The Piano where protagonist plays her piano while it’s stuck in the sand, rhythm, that time I was forced to play in front of a huge audience when I shook from head to foot and still managed to play Fur Elise.

Loss: The explore loss in many films although I liked the way they portrayed it in the film The Piano.  The protagonist was sent from Britain to marry an Australian gentleman (I think he bought her).  Her belongings were shipped over, including her piano which was stuck on the beach.  I can still visualise the scene when she plays a haunting song on the piano while it’s stuck in the sand.  She has to leave it on the beach to join her new husband.  She cannot speak but shows her devastation in her face and actions.

Passion:  I love reading about Shelley’s passions, especially for the rights of man, and how he shunned his own class and put himself in exile while he pursued his fight for justice – main source: Shelley: The Pursuit, by R. Holmes.  Jacques Brel sang with a passion.

Obsession:  People who go beyond passion and become totally focussed on one thing.  Explored in Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time about a boy with Asperger’s syndrome.
2. Write down some story ideas based on the above.  For example:
British woman has a passion to stop whaling in Norway.  Travels to Norway on her own, tries several attempts to block whalers using hired boats and sabotage.  Decides to use psychological pressure by sending letters to families to feel guilt.  Becomes an obsession.  Decides to pursue the men and lure them into adultery, fixates on charming them through her guitar and whale song.  Becomes over obsessive, ruins families, eventually drowns with her whales.
Young man busking (guitar) in Sydney airport, British, lost his parents in crash a few years ago, left country to travel.  Thinks he overhears a plan to bomb Sydney Tower, follows one of the men to find out more… 
