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Introduction

Pre-modern Islamic societies were overwhelmingly societies of peasants, and the achievements of Islamic civilization depended, first and foremost, on agricultural production.  Even today, much of the world-wide Muslim population is still rural.  Most current teaching on Muslim societies, however, neglects and marginalizes the countryside.  Apart from Bedouin nomadic communities, which receive some interest from historians of early Islam and from anthropologists, the vast majority of past and present peasant communities remain unknown to undergraduate and even postgraduate students of Muslim societies.  Basic questions, such as such as the social and religious identities of village communities, or the relationship of the peasant to the state – questions which are central to comparable courses on European history - are similarly crucial for our wider understanding of political and economic institutions in Muslim societies.  
This is a unique introduction to the history of the majority of the population in the Muslim world, past and present: the peasantry.  The readings for this module would bring together papers from the disciplines of history, archaeology, and anthropology. The module would proceed chronologically from the emergence of Islam up to the present day, and would also consider thematic issues, with focus on the peasantry and their relations with the state and transhumant communities.

Aims

· Introduce students to the major themes of the history of the Islamic countryside

· Draw links between the development of agriculture, irrigation, and land law and between broader aspects of political, social and intellectual history

· Bring together multi-disciplinary perspectives, such as history, archaeology, anthropology, and geography.

· Familiarise students with the tools of economic history
Outcomes

By the end of the module, the students should:

· Have knowledge and understanding of the development of agriculture, irrigation and land law in medieval Islamic history; and of the impact of colonialism and modernisation on the transformation of rural societies in the Islamic world.

· Be able to engage critically with multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of rural society, including history, geography, and archaeology; and confidently use the tools of economic history, and in particular quantitative data.

· Acquire the transferable skills of synthesizing different disciplinary approaches and a variety of primary sources to the given subject; view history in a truly global perspective, both spatially and inclusively. 

Suggested course structure, coursework and reading
WEEK 1 - INTRODUCTIONS

Readings: 

1. Humphreys, ‘Voiceless Classes – Peasantry and village Life’, in R. Stephen Humphreys, Islamic history : a framework for inquiry  [Rev. ed.]. Princeton University Press, 1991. PP 284-308.  

2. A. Watson,. "Rural Life and Economy until 1800" (pp. 290-305) in: M. Cook (ed.) The New Cambridge History of Islam, vol. 4, Islamic Cultures and Societies to the End of the eighteenth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010: 290-305. 

Primary source:

Ayrout, Henry, H.. The Egyptian Peasant (trans. J.A. Williams). Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press. 2005 [original publication date: 1928], Chapter 1 (‘Changelessness’), pp. 1-6.

WEEK 2 – THE GREEN REVOLUTION 

Readings:

1. A. Watson, "A medieval green revolution" in: A. Udovitch (ed.). The Islamic Middle East, 700-1900. Princeton: The Darwin Press, 1981. pp. 29-58. 

2. Michael Decker, "Plants and Progress: Rethinking the Islamic Agricultural Revolution", Journal of World History 20(2), 2009: 187-206.

Primary source:

3. ‘Flax and Cotton’, in Translation of Kitāb al-Filāḥa ou Le Livre de la Culture: notice et extraits traduits par A. Cherbonneau, éclaircissements par Henri Pérès (1946), Algiers: Editions Carbonel, in ‘The Filāḥa Texts Project: The Arabic Books of Husbandry’ [http://www.filaha.org/khayr_final_translation_revised.html].

WEEK 3 - IRRIGATION

Readings: 

1. T. Glick, ‘Hydraulic technology in al-Andalus’, in Salam Jayyusi (ed.), Legacy of Muslim Spain , Leiden: Brill, 1992. pp. 974-986; reproduced in M. Morony, Production and the exploitation of resources (Aldershot: Ashgate/Variorum, 2002.)

2. Ahmed Y. Hassan and Donald R. Hill, ‘Water raising machines’, in Islamic Technology (Cambridge UP, 1986),  , pp. 37-52. 

Primary source: 

3. Māwardī, ‘Alī ibn Muḥammad (died. 1058 CE), ‘section on water supply’ (in chapter  15, ‘on land reclamation and water supply’), in The ordinances of government : a translation of al-Aḥkām al-Sulṭāniyya wal-Wilāyāt al-Dīniyya. Trans. W.H. Wahba  (Reading : Garnet, 1996.), Ordinances of Government (trans. Wahba), , pp. 197-199.

WEEK 4 – LAND TENURE 

Readings: 

1. C. Cahen, ‘iktā‘’, The encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, 11 vols. (Leiden, 1960 -) [also available online]. 

2. Y. Frenkel, ‘Agriculture, Land Tenure and Peasants in Palestine during the Mamluk Period’, in U. vermeulen and J. van Steenbergen, Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamluk eras. III, proceedings of the 6th, 7th and 8th International Colloquium organized at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven in May 1997, 1998 and 1999 (Leuven : Peeters, 2001), 193-208. 

Primary source: 

3. Abū ‘Uthmān al-Nābulsī, ‘The village of al-Qubarā’’, from the History of the Fayyum (Ta’rīkh al-Fayyum wa-bilādihi), trans. Y. Rapoport and I. Shahar, in ‘Rural Society in Medieval Islam’ [http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk/ruralsocietyislam/translations/qubara/index.html]

WEEK 5 – THE OTTOMAN PEASANT

Readings:
1. F. Adanir, ‘The Ottoman Peasantries’, in Tom Scott (ed.), The peasantries of Europe : from the fourteenth to the eighteenth centuries (London : Longman, 1998): PP. 268-310.   

2. D. Quataert, ‘the 1858 land law’, in H. Inalcik, An economic and social history of the Ottoman Empire, 1300-1914 (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1994 - 1997): vol. 2, pp. 856-61.

3. Alan Mikhail, "An Irrigated Empire: The View from Ottoman Fayyum," International Journal of Middle East Studies 42 (2010): 569–590.
Primary source:

4. Al-Shirbīnī, Yūsuf (fl. 1665-1687). Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abū Shādūf Expounded (Hazz al-Quḥūf bi-Sharḥ Qaṣīd Abī Shādūf). Vol II; English translation, introduction and notes by Humphrey Davis. Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 166 (Leuven: Peeters, 2007), PP. 9-13, 56-61. 

WEEK 6 – TRIBES AND STATES

Readings: 

1. Talal Asad, "The Bedouin as a Military Force: Notes on Some Aspects of Power Relations between Nomads and Sedentaries in Historical Perspective", in C. Nelson (ed.) The Desert and the Sown: Nomads in the Wider Society (Berkley and L.A.: University of California Press, 1973), 61-73.

2. Richard Tapper, ‘Anthropologists, historians and tribespeople on tribe and state formation in the middle East’, in Khoury and Y. Kostiner (eds.), Tribes and state formation in the Middle East  (London : Tauris, 1991), 48-73. 

Primary source: 

Ibn Khaldun, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad (d. 1406), ‘Bedouin civilizations, savage nations and tribes’, from The Muqaddimah (An introduction to history.) Translated by Franz Rosenthal. Abridged and edited by N. J. Dawood. (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul in association with Secker & Warburg, 1967): pp. 91-99
WEEK 8 – MODERNITY, COTTON AND EGYPT

1. Roger Owen, ‘A Long Look at Nearly Two Centuries of long Staple Cotton’, in A.K. Bowman and E. Rogan (eds.), Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonic to Modern Times (Proceedings of the British Academy, 96). Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1999, PP. 347-366. 
2. R. Schultze, ‘Colonization and resistance: The Egyptian Peasant rebellion, 1919’ in F. Kazemi and J. Waterbury (eds.), Peasants and Politics in the Modern Middle East (Miami, Fl: Florida International University Press, 1991), PP. 171-202. 

Primary Source: 

3. C. Bardenstein, "Review of 'ABDEL RAHMAN AL-SHARQAWI, Egyptian Earth, trans. Desmond Stewart (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990)", International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 25 (1993): 705-6. 

4. Egyptian Earth (dir. Youssef Chahine, 1969):  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkQCUGAs73I  – 5 minutes or so with


English translation;

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcEQlYd9viI&feature=related – There are


no English subtitles but almost no talking and very expressive

Week 9 – AGRARIAN REFORMS, 1950-2000 (IRAN)

1. Ahmad Ashraf, ‘State and Agrarian Relations before and after the Iranian Revolution’, in F. Kazemi and J. Waterbury (eds.), Peasants and Politics in the Modern Middle East (Miami, Fl: Florida International University Press, 1991). PP. 277-311 

2. Amir Ismail Ajami, ‘From Peasant to Farmer: A study of Agrarian Transformation in an Iranian Village, 1967-2002’, International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 37 (2005): 327-349.  

WEEK 10 – PALESTINE REMEMBERED

1. Ted, Swedenburg, "The Palestinian Peasant as National Signifier", Anthropological Quarterly 63/1 (1990): 18-30.

2. Rochelle Davis, ‘Writing a History, Defining a Past’, in Palestinian Village Histories: Geographies of the Displaced (Stanford, 2011).PP. 94-121. 

Primary source: 

3. ‘Welcome to Ayn ‘Haud, District of Haifa’, in ‘Palestine Remembered, al-Nakba 1948’ [http://www.palestineremembered.com/Haifa/Ayn-Hawd/]

WEEK 11 – NOMADIC PEOPLES IN CHANGING WORLD

1. Donald, P. Cole, "Where Have the Bedouin Gone?" Anthropological Quarterly 76/2 (2003): 235-267.

2. Ugo Fabietti, ‘Facing Change in Arabia: The Bedouin Community and the Notion of Development’, in D. Chatty (ed.), Nomadic Societies in the Middle East and North Africa: Entering the 21st Century (Leiden: Brill, 2006). PP. 573-598. 

Primary sources: 

Clinton Bailey, Bedouin Poetry from the Sinai and the Negev (oxford UP, 1991):

1.1 ‘Longing for Home at Holiday time’ (pp. 24-28)

1.8 ‘Disappointed expectations’ (44-45)

7.6 ‘British agricultural taxes in the Negev’ (pp.357-360)

7.11 ‘The High Cost of living under Israeli occupation’ (pp. 372-3)

WEEK 12- VILLAGE AND COMMUNITY


1. Amitav Ghosh, "The Relations of Envy in an Egyptian Village", Ethnology 22/3 (1983): 211-223.

2. Leila Abu-Lughod, "The Romance of Resistance: Tracing Transformations of Power through Bedouin Women", American Ethnologist 17/1, (1990): 41-55.

ASSESSEMENT
· Two-hour examination (50%)
· 750-word short essay (10%)

· 500-word gobbet (10%)

· 2,000-word essay (30%)

EXAMINATION:

The Two-hour examination will take place at the end of the year. You will be required to answer two questions out of eight. In the examination you will need to demonstrate that you have achieved the outcomes of the course.  Your answers should be argument-based, but grounded in historical facts. The examination questions will not repeat essay questions. 

COURSEWORK: 

1. Assignment 1 (10%)

Length: 750 words

Due: Week 4 (FRIDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2011)

Write a profile of one village in the Egyptian province of the Fayyum in 1243: where was it located? How was it irrigated? Who lived in it? What was cultivated in the village? What made this village unique compared to other villages in the province? 

Use the quantitative as well as the qualitative data presented in the 'Rural Society in Medieval Islam'  website (http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk/ruralsocietyislam).

For background, see the section ‘History of the Fayyum’ in the bibliography part of this booklet. 
This is a group assignment (teams of 2-3 students) 
2. Assignment 2 (10%)

Length: 500 words

Due: Week 10 (FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2011)

How have individual peasants and nomads cope with the changes brought by modernity to the Middle East in the 19th and 20th centuries? Write a short biography of one individual. You need to identify the social, economic or political changes that have affected the life of that particular individual, and the solutions he or she has devised in response to these challenges. 

Use any of the secondary sources in the section ‘Individuals and the community’ in the bibliography part of this booklet. Effectively, you are asked to write a short précis summary of a secondary source (article or a book), that links individual life story with the social and economic impact of modernity. 

In particular, I recommend the relevant chapters from Edmund Burke III and David N. Yaghoubian (eds.), Struggle and survival in the modern Middle East  [2nd ed.] (Berkeley : University of California Press, 2006). These will available from Blackboard.
3. Assignment 3 (30%)
Length: 2000 words

Due: EITHER week 8 for pre-modern topics (FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2011); OR week 12 for modern topics (FRIDAY, 16 DECEMBER 2011)

Answer one of the following essay questions.  You should NOT try to be comprehensive in your essay; rather, I expect you to answer the question with specific reference to one or two case-studies. 

Pre-modern

1. Assess the ‘Nabatean’ agronomic literature: Is it a contribution of Islamic civilisation or a Hellenistic legacy?  

2. How did medieval ornamental gardens reflect Islamic religious ideals?

3. Was there a specifically Islamic way to manage rights to water? 

4. Assess the importance of slavery for the development of agriculture in medieval Islam.

5. Why did the Kharaj-payer die? Explain the argument by Baber Johansen, in relation to the development of taxation and land-tenure from the early Islamic conquests to the 16th century.  

6. Why did al-Shirbini find peasants so funny? 

7. Assess Ottoman agriculture in the 17th and 18th centuries. Was it that bad? 

8. Does the history of climate change explain Islamic history?

Modern

1. Did the Ottoman 1858 land law mark the birth of private landownership in the Middle East? 

2. To what degree were Middle Eastern village communities egalitarian? Answer with specific reference to the mushā’ system.

3. Assess the relationship between customary law and Sharia in modern peasant communities, with special reference to Indonesia (Java). 

4. What does Islam mean to Muslim peasants? Refer to religious practices in the 19th and 20th centuries.

5. Assess the importance of polygamous marriages in village and pastoral communities.  

6. Is it accurate to say that the status of women in Muslim rural societies is continuously improving? Refer in your answer to both textual sources and documentary films.

7. Do modern Middle Eastern states rely on Bedouin tribes, or do states invent the tribes? Answer with reference to the 20th century history of Saudi Arabia OR the Kingdom of Jordan. 

8. What are the consequences of forced settlement of Bedouins? Discuss this issue with regard to Jordan, Saudi-Arabia or Israel.

9. Tourists and Bedouin: what happens when they meet?

10. Discuss representations of the Fellahin in cinematography and modern literature.

11. What is the future for Egyptian peasantry after the 2011 revolution? Your answer should be based on current media reports, but should be grounded in the history of the Egyptian peasantry since 1950.
BIBLIOGRAHPY 

PRE-MODERN

General

· Ashtor, Eliyahu. A Social and Economic History of the near East in the Middle Ages (Berkley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1976).
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· McQuitty, Alison. "The rural landscape of Jordan in the seventh-nineteenth 
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The Green Revolution?

· Ur, Jason A. and Alizadeh, Karim. "Formation and Destruction of Pastoral and Irrigation Landscapes on the Mughan Steppe, North-Western Iran" Antiquity 81, no. 311 (2007), 148-160.

· Brett. Michael. "Review of A. Watson, Agricultural Innovation in the Early Islamic World (Cambridge, 1983)", Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 48 (1985), 126-128.
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· Decker, M. "Plants and Progress: Rethinking the Islamic Agricultural Revolution", Journal of World History 20(2009, 2), 187-206.
· Watson, A.M. "The Arab Agricultural Revolution and its Diffusion, 700-1100", Journal of Economic History 34(1974, 1), 8-35.

· _____ "A medieval green revolution" (pp. 29-58), in: A. Udovitch (ed.). The Islamic Middle East, 700-1900: Studies in Economic and Social History. (Princeton: The Darwin Press, 1981). 

· _____ Agricultural innovation in the Early Islamic World. (Cambridge, London, New York, New Rochelle, Melbourne, Sydney: Cambridge University Press, 1983.
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Available from: http://remmm.revues.org/index6465.html
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· Darby, G.O.S. "Ibn Wahshiyya in medieval Spanish literature", Isis 33 (1951), 433-438.

· http://www.filaha.org/ (The Filaha text project)

Gardens

· Fairchild, Ruggles, D. Gardens, Landscape, and Vision in the Palaces of Islamic Spain (Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2000).

· Harvey, J.H. "Gardening books and plant lists of Moorish Spain", Garden History 3(1975, 2), 10-21.

· ____ "Garden Plants of Moorish Spain: A Fresh Look", Garden History 20 (1992, 1), 71-82.

· Watson, Andrew, M. "Botanical gardens in the early Islamic world" (pp. 105‑111), In: E. Robbins & S. Sandahl (eds.), Corolla Torontonensis. Studies in Honour of Ronald Morton Smith (Toronto: TSAR, 1994).

· Hernández Bermejo, J.E.  & Garcia Sànchez, E. "Economic botany and ethnobotany in al‑Andalus (Iberian Peninsula: 10th‑15th Centuries), an unknown heritage of mankind", Economic Botany 52 (1998, 1), 15-26.
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· Serjeant, R. B. "Agriculture and horticulture: some cultural interchanges of the medieval Arabs and Europe" (pp. 535-548), in: Oriente e Occidente nel Medioevo: Filosofia e Scienze. Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Atti dei Convegni 13 (1971). 
Slaves

· ‘Abdul Jabbar, Muhammad. "Agriculture and Irrigation Labourers in Social and Economic Life of Irāq during the Umayyad and ‘Abbāsid Caliphates", Islamic Culture 47 (1973), 15-31.

· ____ "The 'Serfs' of Islamic Society under the ‘Abbāsid Regime", Islamic Culture 49 (1975), 107-118. 

· Popovic,Alexander. The Revolt of African Slaves in Iraq in the 3rd/9th Century (English trans. by L. King), (Princeton, N.J.: Markus Wiener Publisher, 1999). 

· Talbi, Muhammad. "Law and Economy in Ifrīqiya (Tunisia) in the Third Islamic Century: Agriculture and the Role of Slaves in the Country's Economy" (pp. 209-249), in: A. L. Udovitch (ed.), The Islamic Middle East, 700-1900:Studies in Economic and Social History (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1981).
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· Butzer, Karl, W, Mateo, Joan, F., Butzer, Elisabeth, K. , Kraus, Pavel. "Irrigation Agrosystems in eastern Spain: Roman or Islamic origins", Annals of the Association of American Geographers 75(1985, 4), 579-509.
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· Varisco, Daniel, M. "Sayl and Ghayl: The Ecology of water allocation in Yemen", Human Ecology 11 (1983), 365-383, reprinted in his Medieval folk astronomy and agriculture in Arabia and the Yemen (London, Ashgate, Variorum, 1997).
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